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CENTRIFUGAL REGIONALISM. A CONTEXTUAL POLITICAL ANA  LYSIS
OF THE LEGA NORD

Roberto Biorcio (*) and Tommaso Vitale (°)

(*) Universita di Milano — Bicocca, Dipartimento déociologia e ricerca sociale
(°) Centre d’études européennes, Science Po, Paris

1. INTRODUCTION

In the last twenty years, the issue of the autonomthe northern regions has always
been on the ltalian political agenda, even if withs and downs. The traditional
“Southern Question” has been supplanted in theipdebate by the so-called “Northern
Question”. Its appearance and achievement wereqiezhby three processes.

The first, typically Italian, concerns the crisistbe First Republic and, above all,
the dissolution of the main mass parties (DC, R@Y PSI) which had guaranteed for
many years the stability of national political repentation, while keeping at the same
time close relationships with the local communiti#@®e second process, the current
phase of globalization subsequent to the end o€tild War, caused many economic and
social problems in ltaly, as in the other Europeanntries, and had a very specific
impact on the North of Italy, with its diffused emmy and urbanization characterized by
industrial districts and their systems of flexildpecialization (Cento Bull and Gilbert,
2001; Cento Bull in this volume). The third processictly interlaced with the second, is
the strong increase of migratory flows from cowsgrof the ex-soviet block and from
other continents: their swiftness and intensityseaudisorientation, anxieties and fears
among ltalians, since they were historically moceustomed to emigration and little
prepared to face the increasing processes of inaogy.

The effects of these dynamics created some favteurbbt not sufficient
conditions for the appearance of the “Northern @ae% It would have hardly emerged
without the success of a political party — the Léigad — that built its own identity on the
opposition between the northern regions and theomslt government. Still, the
relationship between the party founded by UmberssB and the so-called “Northern
Question” is really complex and can be understoedo@ing to very different
interpretative keys. We can read it in accordanitk adeterministkey, by considering
the Lega Nord as a consequence of the Northernti@ue&ven if this party had not
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existed, other northern movements would have been in answer to problems, needs,
and the deficit of representation which characesrigociety in many areas of the North of
Italy. A nominalistinterpretation, on the opposite, reduces the Nontl@Question and the

northern movement to a skilful propagandistic irtieam to manage a large variety of
interests, the only ones considered important amtrete by the political actor and its
electors. The idea of “Padania”, in this view, masreal foundation, and the electoral
success of Lega Nord stands for something elsecdhmlaint against parties, the middle
classes’ tax rebellion, the needs of the ideal thiaastern entrepreneur”, the
inefficiency of public services, the demand forioegl decentralization.

The two opposite perspectives seize some aspectieofelationship existing
between the Lega Nord and the Northern Questiod, cam provide some significant
cognitive contributions. Nevertheless, both consitie political process as irrelevant,
and deem the dynamics of creation of a public mmbhs epiphenomenal, by-products of
structural evolutions without autonomy. Besidempetriticizable on a theoretical plan,
because indifferent to the generative charactgrotfical action (McAdam, Tarrow and
Tilly, 2001), the determinist and the nominalisppegaches, in the end, are unable to
explain the whole of factors and actions that ledtlte appearance of the Northern
Question.

In this chapter we therefore are proposing a diffeioption, of theconstructive
type. The main idea is that the growing importaatéhe Northern Question within the
political debate and the collective imagination Idolbe explained by relating the
subjective political initiative of the Lega withdhconditions and replies of the political,
economic and social world. In this sense, our tbwal option follows recent
developments of the aptly defined “Contextual BoAnalysis” (Goodin and Tilly, 2006)
that aims to explain political processes by obsgyViow pertinent actors behave in some
contexts structured by cultural and value constsaiby institutions and their respective
prescriptive and operational instruments, by emrimtents made up of opportunities and
economic interests. In this sense, what we cadiresttuctive approach is very similar to
that sort of studies of the political process whied often refer to, even according to
pragmatic sensitivity (Cefai and Pasquier, 2004t€la et al., 2009). This approach is
based on the theoretic conviction that a certagreke of autonomy and inventiveness of
political action, even if bound by the contextsitplaced in, would make a difference and
should be taken into account to obtain reliablelagtions of the configurations of
power and the dynamics of public opinion (Boltareskd Claverie, 2007).

2. THE WEAKNESS OF ITALIAN REGIONALISM AND THE FRAC TURE
NORTH/SOUTH

The issues of regional autonomy and federalism In@wer had great political relevance
in Italy, at least until the eighties. The proce$suilding the unitary state had taken a
shape “at the same time so feeble to turn out largeefficacious and so strong to
multiply the opposing reaction of the country ande¢inforce the secular particularistic
feelings” (Romanelli, 1991:714). The persistencypafochialism and particularism and
the differences of the local sub-cultures did neegise to claims for regional autonomy
and did not provoke conflicts capable to questiatiamal unity. Localist type trends are
not usually characterized by the opposition to skege-nation dimension, but by the
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extraneousness and lack of interest for politicssé who share these trends refer almost
exclusively to the limited horizon of the local comnities (Merton, 1949:725). Local
sub-cultures very often coexist with the prevailimgture on a national scale, without
developing significant oppositions. In Italy, losah had expressed itself within the
different subcultures and local political traditsofBagnasco and Oberti, 1998). From the
Second World War until the end of the Cold War, tbeal sub-cultures have been
integrated by the most important political cultums a national scale (Biorcio, 2003).
The mediation of interests on a territorial scade been guaranteed during the first forty
years of the Republic, both by single parties’ mmechanisms (with the co-optation of
regional élites and the aimed redistribution oforgses), and through a geographic
division of tasks among the most important partibat, due to their privileged
relationships with some territorial areas, werecpmed as spokespersons for their
interests and values. In this sense, the main pasies had guaranteed for many years a
sort of institutionalization of the management bé tcentre-periphery fracture in the
framework of the ltalian state, with an administiatcharacterized by a longstanding
tradition of absolutism and centralism.

The distribution of economic recourses betweendifferent territorial areas did
not cause noteworthy protests in the regions afheon Italy until the eighties. After the
creation of the nation state, the economic andasd@cture between North and South
was deep, but the absence of strong ethno-cultliftdrences allowed the political
system to support an alliance between the econorecests of the two areas, making
territorial mobilization difficult (Trigilia, 198482). During the second post-war period,
even though the economic difference between thehNard the South was reduced, an
autonomous productive system did not develop irstheéhern regions (Mingione, 1991).
In the speech of the main ltalian parties, the Beunt Question was represented as a
national matter: problems of economic developmedtsocial modernization of southern
regions were shown as priority commitments foriiele national community.

The institution of “Regions with ordinary statut&i 1970 did not promote
regionalist trends. Only in those regions with @ linguistic and cultural autonomy
(Valle d’Aosta, South Tyrol, Sardinia, regions wdh extraordinary statute) autonomist
parties were able to obtain a considerable eldctfmdowing. The ethno-cultural
distinctions between the northern regions and therdtalian regions were really limited
and there were no linguistic gap or religious ddfeces to support more or less
spontaneous mobilizations.

During the second half of the eighties, the ridisngpressure and the high costs of
financing public debt were creating increasing peois for the economy of northern
Italy and the well-being of its population. In yesaf high inflation and of halving of the
Gross Domestic Product growth rate (relative totthe previous decades), the intense
and sometimes dramatic post-Fordist transitiondradted an economic context in which
the traditional defence of southern interests legitimacy. In a context of strongly
increasing patronage, mass parties were not alléfidoa coherent reformulation of the
problems of the South of Italy, and started lodimgjr strategic and selective ability to
represent organized interests. The Southern Questitreasingly lost its credibility,
reducing itself to a matter of simple redistributiof resources, often from a political
viewpoint (Cantaro, 1990). The loss of an adequatwiral reference dragged with it a
crisis of legitimacy of the political instruments support the South of Italy and, shortly
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afterwards, of the very possibility to consider tBeuthern Question as a matter of
general interest (Huysseune, 2006: ch. 4)

Nevertheless, it was not just a loss of legitimatyhe South of Italy that created
the conditions for the rising of the Northern Quast In the same period, in fact, another
very significant trend was registered: the weakgnof the mass parties’ power of
territorial interest mediation, invested by theeett of the end of the Cold War and by
the crisis of the two main political sub-cultur@ie relationship between Italian regions
and national institutions radically changed durithg nineties after the unexpected
emergence of Lega Nord. Federalism and the Nortli@uestion attained such an
importance that they strongly affected Italian pcdi during the following stages.

3. REGIONALIST POPULISM AND THE INVENTION OF PADANI A

The researches on the formation and the first ssese of the Lega Nord have
analytically reconstructed the process of develagnoé the new political subject, by
dividing it in different stages, considering botietchanges in its proposals, and the
transformation in the distribution of electoral popt in relation with territorial contexts
and political and social positionsn order to study in a longer period the transfations

of the party led by Umberto Bossi and its inter@actvith the Italian political system,
today a different periodization can be more suéabl/ considering firstly the alternation
that was registered between stages of high eléagoosvth and stages of decline and
stagnation of support. The simple inspection ofubie percentage obtained by the Lega
Nord during the European and national elections/éen 1983 and 2009 allows singling
out three waves of electoral successes, spacesbdat by two stages of relative decline
(see Figure 1). The three waves developed in aegbwof different social and political
opportunities that the Lega Nord could efficacigusianage.

In the eighties the regional leagues created idrRont, Lombardy and Veneto
had only played a secondary role. They were smoathétions that re-proposed in Italy
the fundamental ideas of regionalist movements:disience of traditions and culture
existing in specific territorial contexts togetheith a request of decentralization of
political power and the promotion of local self-gorment. For many years, the
outcomes of the autonomist leagues were disappgifsee Figure 1).

The qualitative leap happened in Lombardy in 198@nvthe party founded by
Umberto Bossi became the fourth party within tlelhest and most populated region in
Italy with 470.997 votes (8,1%). The original pwi#l proposal of the autonomist leagues
was deeply modified. Under the direction of Bodke ethno-regionalist protest was
turned into a popular battle against roman partyams. The North was, in the speech of
the Lega Nord leader, an “economic giant and aipalidwarf’. The autonomy of all the
Italian northern regions was presented as the maalieal way to get rid of the power of
traditional parties and state bureaucracy. Therjzalgon Lombardy/Rome symbolized in
a very effective way the existing tensions betwegi society and the party system and
provided citizens with a concrete point of refererior collective identification (Diani,
1996).

! See Diamanti, 1993:16-19; Rovati and Mazzette,319%; De Luna, 1994:43-52;
Biorcio, 1997:35-38: for a recent re-reading sear&o, 2010.
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Figure 1 - Votes for the Lega
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Far from just being an emerging phenomenon, thethdom Question was
“invented” by the Lega and embedded in a well-dsliframe: that of the dispute of the
labouring North against an inefficient, inefficaggoand ineffective (good-for-nothing)
political centre The exaltation of values such as the laboriousaesk efficiency of
Lombard people in contrast with the shortages eflibreaucratic machinery, gave the
Lega vote a general meaning of rebellion and afrafition of the weight of a healthy
civil society against the political class. This gertation of its political offer drew its
strength from long period structured modalitiesdaceive the relationship between civil
society and political representation in Lombardgrd) the tendency to perceive the
productive abilities and the solidarity of civil@ety in contrast with an extraneous and
mediocre political power has always been diffusBibrcio, 2001). The regionalist
identity became a point of reference to expresshalevset of tensions experienced by
some classes of the population: tensions betwezerts and the political class, between
natives and immigrants (southern people before, “and-Europeans” later), between
common people and the different forms of crimiyaldnd deviance (Biorcio and
Mannheimer, 1995). The Lega Lombarda thus managedtablish a mass following by
proposing a combination of regionalism and populissent (Biorcio, 1991).

Umberto Bossi's party proposed an appeal intenagld Asdemos(people as a
whole and at the same time the common people, tbb, rihe popular masses in
opposition to thetliteg, and asethnos(people as ethno-national entity). The efficacious

2 0On the most recent developments of the frame aisafipr the study of political
processes, cf. Cefai & Trom, 2000; Snow, 2004; d8@me, 2009.
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management of this formula was the basis of theesses of all the European populist
movements and parties of the last twenty yearsuseca connected the pole of popular
protest with that of identity (Mény and Surel, 2008¥; Taguieff, 2002:57). This mixture
of populism and regionalism impressed a very defibeand on the formulation of the
Northern Question in lItaly, since it not only imgdia demand for self-government, but
also as open opposition and challenge to natioadigs, censured as corrupted because
of their centralism and consequently “Southern-hess

The electoral success of Lega Lombarda dragged thksio of other regional
leagues that converged in the Lega Nord. In 1992 ekpansion in all the northern
regions did not significantly change the generarabteristics of the Lega electorate
compared with those of the first electorate of Léganbarda (cf. table 1). The social
profile remained interclass, with a particularlycewstuated penetration within the
traditional lower middle class (traders, craftsmemependent farmers) (Mannheimer,
1993:256). As for the social composition, the Letgctorate profile was very similar to
the traditional Christian Democrat one. Then ag#ie, deepest infiltration of the new
party took place, in fact, within the areas longeduby the Catholic party, while the
diffusion of votes for the Lega was much more reduwithin the “red areas”.

TAB. 1. Vote for Northern League by Professional Codition (1991-2008)
Occupation 1991 1994 1996/ 2001 2006, 2008
Businessmen-Prof-Managers 14 15,82,4| 12| 4,4 135
Employee Teacher 13,8 1618,8 10,1 8,2| 10,9
Traders-Shopkeepers-Craftsmen-

Farmers 24 26,5 23,9 7,6| 16,8 21,7
Blue Collar Worker 16,6 21,4 31,2| 10,7 9,2| 19,8
Unemployed 11,2 14,2 17,3] 59| 8,1] 155
Northern Italy 14,1 16,9 19,8/ 8,2 8,5 17,2
Sources: Eurisko, Cirm, Abacus, Doxa Pools — NorthialianRegions

Some characteristics of territorial contexts paittidy influenced the diffusion of
the vote for the Lega. In short, the percentageodés for the Lega reached very high
levels above all in three types of zones: a) andaxe the catholic sub-culture was more
deeply-rooted; b) small villages, in particular sbdfar from big cities; c) areas marked
out by small enterprises systems that in some debsaken the profile of real industrial
district, and that in other cases remained locatlpction systems that were nevertheless
capable of flexible specialization.

In Italy, the Lega Nord had an essential role artstg up and characterize the so-
called “anti-politics cycle” (Mastropaolo, 2000; Wetti, 2002; Mete, 2010) which
strongly contributed to provoke the crisis of tihaian party-system between 1992 and
1993. Berlusconi’s entering the field in 1994 stiotan the Lega the representation of the
middle class and of the opposition to the post-comist left, and grabbed a large part of
its electoral consensus. Therefore, the Lega almautifederalism as a political project in
favour of an independence movement, with a moltibmafor the construction of the
“Padanian nation”. By attacking both right-wing aeft-wing parties, the Lega managed
to maintain a faithful electorate in many provineesl in 1996 it became the first party in
the northern Italian regions (Agnew et al., 2002).
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If during the first wave of its electoral succesies Lega Nord had assumed as
privileged reference the crisis of the Italian pesystem, afterwards the projects and
initiatives of the “movement” referred primarily the crisis of the nation-state. The Lega
Nord, during this phase, invested above all in fidgmnaking initiatives, culminating in
the “march on the Po” and the election of the ‘jpankent of Padania”. Of course, it
continued its polemic against the government andyjmower, as well as the
management of hostility against new immigrants (ooger Southerners, but “non-
Europeans”) even if the migratory phenomenon hddaeached the present levels.

This second wave was characterized also by a ganéits reference social basis.
The first “anti-partyist” Lega had more success agithe lower middle classes and the
northern small entrepreneurs. During the secondssaanist wave, workers, most of all,
voted for the Lega Nord (see table 1). In 19961ltbga collected nearly a third of the
votes among workers residing in the northern regiohltaly (31%). These votes came
above all from small and medium firm workers, thasemehow more exposed to
competition and where the identification of workerth the interests of the firms they
are engaged by, is much easier. In these indusiv@gers attribute more importance to
the dangers of international competition than tis#hof class relations within the firm.

Analysis shows that votes came also from a lotradlé unions members, even
from the CGIL (the left-wing trade union). Dissdma occurred between the
representation of economic interests strictly spepkand the political and “identity-
making” representation: workers went on relying toaditional trade-unions (CGIL,
CISL and UIL) for the defence of their economicerasts, in fact, Lega unions never had
a great success. As for their political represématon the contrary, the reference of
Bossi’'s party to the local/regional community sedme intercept better the emerging
“desire for community” within contemporary societiscussed by Bauman (2001).
Besides, during those years, the left-wing expegdran increasing crisis of its capacity
to propose efficacious politics to local commursitiand the tensions and fears present in
them(Centemeri, 2011).

The disorientation of many social sectors in thatext of globalization was
beginning to be perceived (Beirich and Woods, 2@@) the basic idea the Lega Nord
proposed was that only by closing in the locallmegi community, it would be possible
to secure it from the dangers of neo-liberal glagion (Huysseune, 2006:184-185).
This way, it is possible to explain the insistemce separatist projects and at the same
time on the policies of international institutioras)d the idea of introducing protective
duties against Chinese competition. After 1998, lthga Nord’s criticisms against the
construction of the European Union also increased.

The separatist turning point was a strategic chdioe outcome of a reflective
elaboration in connection with the difficult fulillent of the federalist project because of
the impossibility to arouse autonomist movementstha Centre and in the South
(Biorcio, 1997). The separatism of Lega Nord istidguishable from the historical
separatist and nationalist movements by two esdeetements. These movements
impose themselves beginning from a clear form dinetcultural differentiation
(linguistic or religious) and involve at least paftthe national élites (Cirulli, 2005). The
Lega Nord could not rely upon such resources. Togegt of secession of the Padania
did not involve the economic, financial, industrdadd intellectual élites of the North. The
party has on the contrary always run an explicieic against the élites of the North, by
accentuating and displaying its own populist or mcoon people” character, by
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simplifying its political language at the most algl introducing in politics expressions
typical of the masses (Dematteo, 2007). In the s@d¢@lf of the nineties, then, the few
intellectuals that joined the movement in the fgetwing phase abandoned it, while the
electorate of Lega has become more and more popular

After 1996, the radicalization of the separatistsipon had accentuated the
isolation of the Lega, reducing its weight in lgadipolitics. The consensus gained could
not be translated in a significant acquisition ofifcal and institutional power. After the
disappointing outcome of the European elections1999, Bossi stipulated a new
coalition with Berlusconi. The Northern Questionswactically redefined, by linking the
possibility of reinforcement of the regional autames to the conquest of the national
government; the fight against Roman centralismmamé on which the Lega Nord had so
much invested, was articulated and partly re-represl in relation to the battle of Forza
Italia against “statism”, i.e. against the intertien of the state in economics considered
pervasive and paralyzing (Biorcio, 2000:261). Thesd.ega Nord-Forza Italia was
accredited to the militants of Lega as a sort dfaate for the productive North,
strengthened by the common Lombard origin of the pelitical formations. In other
words, the coalition was presented as a politiGal W solve the Northern Question.

The centre-right wing won the political elections 2001, but the Lega Nord
weakened (8,1% out of the votes in the northerioreg 3,9% on a national scale) (see
Figure 1). Bossi lost support among the most radilesctors, while other electoral areas
that had voted for the Lega in the past, were @tch by Berlusconi and his party
(Cavatorta, 2001).

3. THE POLITICIZATION OF SENTIMENTS OF TERRITORIAL  BELONGING

The Lega Nord has largely used sentiments of ¢eait belonging to give a basis to its
project of autonomy of the northern regions. Tho$iqy, typical of all ethno-regionalist
movements, had already been followed by the aut@toleagues of the eighties.
Sentiments of territorial belonging assume deepifer@nt meanings according to the
dimensions of the territory and the reference paioarh. The local context is specific and
peculiar, characterized by the possibility for amgdo socially interact with the majority
of the others. The sociological profile of othemtaxts such as regions and larger
territorial areas is, on the contrary, much morée@nt, as they can originate specific
forms of identification or collective belonging. this case, references are made to an
area and a populace that cannot be the objectreftdand personal experience. These
contexts can only become the referent of specdran$ of collective identification by
using symbols and cultural elaborations. The problEom this point of view, appears
substantially similar to that of the creation ohs@ents of national belonging which
refer to an “imagined community”, the projectionanlarger context of communitarian
identities existing in a local contéxtEven the regional communities and the North,

3 According to the famous definition of Benedict A&mson, the nation is fundamentally a
mental representation, “a political imagined comityur and imagined as intrinsically
limited and supreme. It is imagined because the lpeesnof a nation, even the smallest,
never know the majority of their fellow-citizenspmthey ever hear of them, and,
nevertheless, the image of their communion livesvieryone’s mind” (Anderson, 2006).
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central referents for the Lega political identityelong to the category of imagined
communities. They were built and assumed meanidgsagmificance thanks to the action
of specific political actors that understood thgartance and urgency of investing on the
relationship between identity and representation.

The attempts of the autonomist leagues to createowement and to obtain
consensus around sentiments of regionalist belgsgwere frustrated at first. In the
beginning of the nineties just a sixth of the nerth ltaly residents indicated those
sentiments of belongings as primary reference (sd@e 2). Sentiments of local
(municipalities) and national community belongingres much more diffused. The main
differences between the North and the South appbave all for the sentiments of
belonging to the local context (much more diffusedhe South of Italy) and for those
concerning Italy (much more diffused in the North). 1990 there were no signs of
reinforcement of sentiments of regionalist beloggimor a significant potential growth of
the fracture centre/periphery. In all the Itali@gions, sentiments of territorial belonging
— local, regional and national — coexisted and lapged with different intensity, without
excluding each other (Segatti, 1995:109). The okehming majority of the Italians
recognized themselves at the same time in the tmcedgional context as well as in the
national one (ibidem:137).

The break-through of the Lega Nord was possibleska®wvn, thanks to the
combination of the original ethno-regionalism witie populist protest against national
parties. The claim for regional autonomy was chdnigéo a popular battle against the
Roman party-power. After the first electoral susessof the Lega Lombarda and the
Lega Nord, the party proposals began to be knowthd@ublic and to assume meaning
for the electorate. The voters of Lega presenteddantity-making profile completely
different from the other voters because they mogguently pointed out a greater feeling
of regional belonging. The Lega Nord had progredgibuilt up and promoted a well-
defined interpretative outline for the Northern &tien: the protest of an industrious
North against an inefficient and parasitic politi€entre that distributed resources in the
southern regions to cultivate clienteles and to gééctoral support.

During the following years, the difficulties of leang the federalist project due
to the impossibility to mobilize autonomist movertem the regions of the Centre and
the South, promoted the Lega separatist turningtp®he idea of the regions/nations was
progressively replaced by that of Padania. Appgaiinthe grudge against the cultural
and political “colonization” and the “robbery” oésources by Rome and the Southerners,
the political initiative of the Lega tried to op&aa fusion of sentiments of both local and
regional belonging with the belonging to a new imagy community with larger
borders: Padania or more simply the “North”.
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TAB. 2. Sentiment of territorial belonging and eletoral preference (1990, 2001 and 2006) (%

VOTE IN NORTHERN
ALL | GEOGRAFIC ZONE REGIONS DIFFERENCE
Centre-| Centre-| Other-| North- | Lega-
North | Centre| South| Lega | right left NR | South | Nord
Main
identification
1990
Municipality
where | live 36,00 26,8 46,0 43,6 265 267 30{8 424,-16,8 | -0,3
Region where
| live 13,3 | 15,9 8,5 12,4 376 17,3 12,0 13,1 35 1,72
ltaly 360 436| 36,1 24858 27,1 47,2 46,4 43,5 19,116,5
Europe/world| 13,7 12,2 8,9 190 8,8 7,6 10(8 16,26,8-| -3,4
NR 1,0 1,5 0,5 0,5 0,0 1,3 0,0 2,8 1,0 -1
TOTAL 100,0| 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0| 100,C 0,0 0,0
2001
Municipality
where | live 30,3| 29,20 26,9 33y 27]3 325 23,8 131, -45 -1,9
Region where
| live 11,0 | 11,5 6,4 13,2 30,7 9,8 10,7 11(8 -1,7 9,21
ltaly 355| 35,7, 409 322 306 389 35,8 32,3 3}5 5,1 -
Europe/world| 21,7/ 22,2 24,71 193 11,4 177 289 42p, 2,9 -10,8
NR 1,4 1,4 1,2 1,6 0,0 1,2 0,8 2,5 -0,2 -1
TOTAL 100,0| 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0| 100,C 0,0 0,0
2006
Municipality
where | live 276 27,7 21,8 306 29{8 325 24)5 826, -2,9 2,1
Region where
| live 13,0 | 13,3 7,1 15,8 31,0 12,5 11,1 13,9 -2,517,7
ltaly 355| 351 424 323 264 38,2 34,6 34,3 2,8 8,7 -
Europe/world| 21,8/ 22, 26,53 182 12,8 16/6 29,6 82(, 4,4 -9,8
NR 2,1 1,2 2,2 3,1 0,0 0,3 0,2 3,2 -1,9 -1
TOTAL 100,0| 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0 100,0f 100,0 | 100,0| 100, 0,0 0,0

Which were the effects of the political campaigmenpoted by the Lega on
sentiments of territorial belonging? Two researcloasried out in 2001 and 2006
demonstrate that no great changes occurred. Inrgemnee registered a diminution of
localist identification, but the differences betwethe North and the South did not
increase. Sentiments of regionalist and localisbrigng in northern Italy turned out to
be relatively less diffused than in the southegiaes (see table 2). Of course, the Lega
voters were different because they shared to aeagreatent the regional identification
and acknowledged the Lega’s role of expressing réicp&ar territorial identification
(Cavazza and Corbetta, 2008). On the other hand9e8 we could already point out
how the Lega voters tended to separate local frattomal identification, unlike all the

180



other northern citizens (Biorcio, 1999:69). Theemshes carried out in the last ten years
prove how sentiments of belonging to Europe orhe éntire world are much more
diffused among citizens of the North of Italy comgzhwith the national average. Among
the electors of Lega, transnational belongings pkedpat a definitely lower level than that
registered in the southern regions.

Even if the Lega Nord abandoned the idea of semesand Padania stayed an
administrative entity with unclear borders, the gieiof the Northern Question does not
seem to diminish within public opinion. In fact, weave pointed out an increasing
tendency in some parts of the population to ackedgé some importance to sentiments
of belonging to northern Italy (or to the Northgyond the specific localist or regionalist
belongings. It deals with an attitude that refeo$ only to the cultural and economic
differences between the North and the South, bintpout also other themes and
contents. In 1996 belonging to northern Italy wesognized as a priority by about 5,3%
of the interviewees on a national scale, and byentlban a tenth of the residents of the
northern regions (11%). The diffusion of this typk belonging has increased in the
following years, above all in the last years, patalith the electoral outcomes of the
Lega Nord. In 2000 belonging to the North was deday 9,3% of the interviewees on
a national scafeand this increased up to 13,9 % in 2005, 18,1 %0®6, reaching 22,7
% in 2008 This attitude does not only reflect a territori@longing: belonging to the
North is also acknowledged by some residents oérothgions. The reference to the
North includes at the same time a common belonging a series of problems and
contents that were associated to it in the campagomoted by the Lega Nord. This
attitude is naturally largely spread within the heglectorate, but it is also shared by
some sectors of the electorate of centre-rightigmresident in the North, more tuned
with the proposals and the propaganda of Bossitypa

4. THE ADVANTAGES OF AUTONOMY AND DEVOLUTION

In the last twenty years, the opinions of the nemhitalian population on federalism and
devolution have changed, but attitudes are oftehiaatent and partially contradictory.
After the first electoral successes of the LegadNiarthe beginning of the nineties, the
demand for more regional autonomy progressivelgagpramong voters of all parties. In
1991, a third of northern voters shared the claim rhore regional autonomy. The
adhesion to the request for tax autonomy was eigitehand was supported by half of
them (Biorcio, 1997:123). Above all traders, anmisand workers promoted this request
that obtained less support among the upper clagdes.proposal to recruit teachers
regionally was backed by one out of four personsarthern Italy. This proposal was the
main goal of the campaign of the Lega Nord agammst'colonial school” and it obtained
consensus in particular among electors of low caltievel.

During the nineties, the general claim for moreoaaomy for the North increased,
beyond the demands for autonomy for the singleoregilt was a prospect the Lega had
promoted since 1990 with the proposal of the divisof Italy into three large macro-
regions. The claim for autonomy was not only shdrgdlmost all the Lega voters, but it

* The data come from a Lapolis-Limes poll of Febyu2000.
® Data were taken by different polls carried ouCl®mos, cf. Diamanti (2008).
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gained plenty of support also among voters of offagties in the northern regions. The
invention of Padania, that many people consideredurglless, had significantly
influenced public opinion (Albertazzi, 2006; AvanZ003). Only a small minority of
voters declared themselves for the independengegbrbut nearly a third of the northern
regions residents deemed this prospect advantagbareanti, 1997).

The secessionist project had provoked, as we hese, strong oppositions, and
therefore, in the end of the nineties, it was reduto the more manageable form of
devolution(Loiero, 2003). The claim for regional autonomy,any case, had acquired
relevance in the political agenda and in the putkibate. The centre-left wing coalition
tried to recover support in the northern regionsdfering a partial answer to the
problem. A proposal of reform of article V of thei@titution, that increased the powers
of regions was presented and voted in Parliamemt. Oega Nord opposed the reform
considering it completely inadequate. Afterwardse tproject was approved by the
constitutional referendum of 7 October 2001. Theigpation to the vote, nevertheless,
was very limited (34%): a clear mark of the weakamty of mobilization of the reform
proposed by the centre-left, but also of the Idsglevance of the problem.

Still, the convergence of almost all parties on pinespect of federalist reforms
had influenced the orientations of public opinidime favourable opinion to a generic
extension of regional autonomy had become almoahiomous mainly in northern Italy
(see table 3). The request to delegate the managei&xation to the regions was more
controversial: the proposal was supported by tv@s$hof northern regions residents, but
nearly half of the residents of other regions restd opposed it (cf. also Gangemi, in this
volume).

TAB. 3. Importance attributed to federal reform(2001) (%)

VOTE IN NORTHERN
ALL | GEOGRAFIC ZONE REGIONS DIFFERENCE
Centre-| Centre-| Other-| North- | Lega-
North | Centre| South| Lega| right left NR | South | Nord
The Federal Reform of the State is a:

very impor-

tant problem | 26,2 294 175 26/8 66,0 33}4 21,0 528, 2,6 36,6
quite impor-

tant problem 334 36,5 31,1 307 234 4111 36,5 ,532 58 -13,1
secondary

problem 28,7 | 25,2 351| 294 84 19,4 34,6 24,7 -44  -16,8

don’t know 11,7 8,9 16,4 12,8 2,2 6,1 7,9 14,3 -3,9-6,7
100,0( 100,0| 100,0| 100,0 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0| 100,q 0,0 0,0
The Federal Reform of the State is the:
First/second
priority 0,9 15 0,6 0,3 10,4 1,8 0,6 0,8 1,2 8|9

However, the issue of a federal reform of the staés not considered very
important, especially if compared to other probledms 2001 the federal reform was
judged a very important matter by little more tharfourth of voters, without many
differences between northern and southern residéatige 3). Anyway, this reform did
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not represent one of the most important prioritiesnorthern Italy it was pointed out
among the two most important problems to be death wnly by 1,5 % of the
interviewees. Support to federalism was of coursehrstronger within the electorate of
the Lega Nord. But, only one voter in every tempeal out the federal reform among the
priorities. Other “problems” such as criminalitynamployment, immigrants and taxes
often appeared as more relevant to the electofdted.ega Nord.

The general support of public opinion for an exiem®f powers and jurisdictions
of the regions did not seem enough for the devedopnof specific mobilizations. In
order to put forward the proposals of a federagfbrm, the Lega Nord employed above
all its weight within the centre-right coalitiontaf the elections of 2001 (Biorcio, 2003b).
The realization of a constitutional federalist refionvas set as an inalienable condition for
the alliance with Berlusconi. Therefore, in 2008oastitutional reform was presented in
Parliament and approved by the parties of the @a#la Liberta; it included a series of
rules oriented talevolution in particular the increase of powers of regionssabjects
such as the school system, administrative polidd begional and local, welfare and
health administration. Still, in public opinion,ettsupport to the project introducing a
federalist reform was limited (see table 4). It wpste wider in the northern regions
compared to the southern, especially in the sno&hs and among the self-employed
workers. A strong support to the reform was exmedsy the electorate of the Lega
Nord, but it was less spread among that of therathetre-right parties and, above all,
among the centre-left wing electorate (see tahle 4)

In the elections of 2006, the coalition led by Bedoni obtained almost half of
the votes but, a few months later, the project cbastitutional reform was rejected by
referendum by a large majority. The participatidrciizens to the vote was higher than
the previous referendum and it exceeded half oktbetorate (52,3). But the defeat was
very clear: the reform proposal got little morertrathird of the valid votes (38,7 %),
while a large majority had mobilized to reject @1(3 %). Even within the northern
regions the reform was rejected. Only in Lombardgl &eneto the electorate approved
the introduction oflevolutionsupported by the whole centre-right coalition.

In order to restart the process of federal refaitme, Lega Nord, back in power
with Berlusconi in 2008, has tried to obtain pchili support even beyond the centre-right
alliance. So, on 5 May 2009, a bill for the introtdan of fiscal federalism was approved
by the centre-right majority with the favourableteroof Italia dei Valori and the
abstention of the PD. The proposal, however, didreéceive a great support from public
opinion. The expectation of positive effects is naich diffused (see table 4). Instead,
many doubts and uncertainties remain among the gragrity of citizens. They do not
expect significant changes, fear negative effectiealare they do not have clear ideas on
the matter. Within the southern regions the diffasof expectations of negative effects is
double compared to that of positive expectationst, Bven in northern Italy, the
expectations of positive effects are clearly a migjoonly among the Lega voters.
Among those of other parties many people still dohave an opinion or do not expect
any changes.

The Lega Nord received much consent among that gfattte electorate more
interested in devolution and, in general, in rearing tax transfers to the state and to
other regions. But it was unable to launch a largevement on these matters, even if in
northern lItaly the opinions favourable to an ergangnt of regional autonomy, above all
related to the expectation of economic advantaayes;eally widespread.
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TAB. 4. Assessments on Devolution and Fiscal Fedésm (%)

VOTE IN NORTHERN
ALL | GEOGRAFIC ZONE REGIONS DIFFERENCEH
Centre-| Centre-| Other-| North- | Lega-
North | Centre| South| Lega| right left NR | South | Nord
Judgement on the reform introducing devolution
Very
favourable 15,6/ 224 10,5 97 70,5 377 12,0 12,72,71 48,1
Quite
favourable 320, 356 358 253 259 46]7 32,5 30,90,3 | -9,7
Opposed 359 284 40,2 43]2 24 9,1 48,5 2f, 1 -14.86,0
Don’t know -
no answer 16,9 13,7 136 21|18 13 6,b 7,0 29,8 -8,412,4
100,0| 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0| 100,C
Consequences of the Law on Fiscal Federalism for yoregion:
Positive 31,8/ 445 284 145 624 42]1 23,7 21,2 ,030 17,9
Negative 159/ 7,3 11,2 322 59 12,0 24|5 12,3 924,-14
Nothing will
change 36,9 315 43,3 40,7 224 32(7 40,5 40,5 -9,2,1
Don’t know -
no answer 1559 16,7 17,0 12{7 93 12,3 11,3 260 0 4,-74
100,0| 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0 100,0| 100,0 | 100,0| 100,C

5. IMMIGRANTS AND THE SECURITY EMERGENCY

In the elections of 2008, the votes for the Legad\Naimost doubled, returning to the
level of 1992, and approaching the result of 1996ce again, support increased above
all among workers, confirming a trend not limited rtorthern Italy, but widespread all
over Europe whereby populist formations often sadda substituting left parties as the
political representation of the popular electoraed enlarge their support especially
among workers (Biorcio, 2009). The Lega Nord wa® alery successful at the European
elections in 2009 and in 2010 obtained the goverrair the Veneto and Piedmont
Regions.

During the nineties, immigrants with residence perdoubled, passing from
649.000 in the end of 1991 to 1.341.000 in 200@ iflkerease has continued and become
more intense during the following decade. Eveméf testrictions provided in the Bossi-
Fini law remain in force, the number of regular igmants in the whole country tripled
in a few years, passing, according to the Istatmaseés, from 1.356.590 at the end of
2001 to 4.330.000 in 2008 (see Figure 2). The nurabanmigrants over the population
reached 6,5 % in 2008 and 7,2 % in 2009, cleartgeding the European average.
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Figure 2 - Immigrants in Italy
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The growth of immigration and its visibility weremsidered by many people as a
menace since these phenomena were perceived agasmnon of social spaces and above
all because, as a series of opinion polls reveagleblic opinion since 2005 increasingly
related them to concerns about the alleged incrafasgminality. The mass perception of
the increase of immigration is strongly marked Iy tvay mass media treat the problem.
The changes in behaviour of some actors (muni@pahcils, police, tribunals, security
committees), the ideas diffused by mass media hadstcial alarm for the problems
raised by the presence of non-European immigrantsuaily reinforced changing
perceptions on immigration. This situation created opportunities for the initiatives of
the Lega Nord, in building and managing a contersticelation between immigrants and
Italians (cf. Sacchetto, in this volume). The Légmd succeeded in showing itself as the
party most sensitive to the increasing claim fazusity that arises from the impact of
globalization on social life. These problems wdes gerceived in the regions of Emilia
and Liguria: territorial areas extraneous to thginal areas of strength of the Lega Nord.

We can say that the Lega Nord anticipated the qiheies — even the left-wing
parties — on the subject of the negative conseesetitat globalization causes within
local communities (Cousin and Vitale, 2007). Fornmayears, Bossi’'s party had
expressed itself in a very strong way against imagonal and supranational institutions,
such as the European Union and the WTO. Todayallcemmunities” effectively suffer
from on-going economic and social processes andcedly from the consequences of
globalization. The Lega Nord provides an answerthtese problems by focalizing
hostility on immigrants and gipsies (Vitale and @&a2010), by promoting “patrols” to
defend the local population, and by proposing dudied barriers to restrain international
competition.
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In this way, in 2008, the Lega Nord managed toiregapport and to reintroduce
the battle for federalism by using changes in tbeiat and political situation. The
propaganda of the Lega Nord redefined the uneasiaesl popular insecurity by
establishing an explicative chain, at the same tiaesal, rational and metaphoric, to
connect immigrants, unemployment, criminality, ae#f crisis, taxes and future
uncertainties. In this phase, Forza Italia and &llea Nazionale converged in a common
party, accentuating their “cartelization”, with eoposal of individualized and mediatized
political integration without participation and aduction of the relations with interest
groups, and hence separating and distancing theessélom the territory (Diamanti,
2009:229). The strategy of the Lega Nord consistguhrticular in insisting to build up,
by every possible means and through a participabe¢edness within the territories, a
frame connected with the presumed negative pracatmasequences deriving from the
presence of immigrants: increase of criminalityemmployment, social degradation of the
most visible areas (as gardens and some publi@spand diffusion of new infections.
The hostility against immigrants served to guarargepopular consensus around the
Lega Nord, according to logics similar to thosettfer populist parties in Europe.

Researches carried out between 1996 and 2008 stvwvthie importance given to
security and immigration problems in the northexgions is relatively higher than in the
southern regions (see table 5). Still, the two [@wmis remain at a lower level than
employment, economic development and economic umggc Worries about the
presence of immigrants are in most European casnore diffused among the less
educated interviewees (see tables 6A and 6B). Tlketoes of Lega Nord are
distinguishable by all the others because theytpmih much more frequently worries
about immigration and criminality.

TAB. 5. Importance given to issues of immigration ad criminality (1996-2008) (%)

VOTE IN NORTHERN
ALL | GEOGRAFIC ZONE | REGIONS DIFFERENCE

Centre-| Centre-| Other-| North- | Lega-
North | Centre| South| Lega | right left NR South | Nord

1996 Proposed as the first two priorities

Immigration | 14,1 16,8] 17,7] 80| 30,0] 18,8] 11,1] 165 88| 132
2001 Proposed as the first two priorities

Criminality 39,6| 41,2 41,1| 36,8| 458 44,9 355 418 4.4 4,6

Immigration of

foreigners 11,3 16,5/ 10,0 58| 26,1 18,7 15,3| 13,7 10,7 9,6
2006Problems considered very important

Criminality 72,6/ 71,3| 76,7 72,0/ 77,0 74,4 64,8 74,9 -0,7 5,7

Immigration 58,1 59,7 66,2| 51,7| 76,2 66,4 50,1 61,1 8,0 16,5

2008Problems spontaneously proposed as the most importa

Security,

criminality,

public order 13,3 15,7 14,5 95| 25,5 24,0 89| 14,0 6,2 9,8

Immigration 49 6,9 3,3 3,3 9,2 11,1 2,0 7,8 3,6 2,3

Sources: Itanes 1996, 2001, 2006, 2008
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TAB. 6A. Most Prominent Perceived Social Problemai Italian Northern Regions by
Educational Qualification (%)
LEGA
ALL EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION VOTERS
None/Primary| Junior High | High
school School School | University
1996
The First or the Second Priority:
Immigration 16,8 19,0 19,1 12,8 8,7 30,0
2001
The First or the Second Priority:
Crime 41,2 55,0 40,0 35,1 30,6 45,8
Immigration 16,5 15,2 18,5 16,2 12,7 26,1
2006
Issues Considered "Very Important":
Crime 71,3 75,6 76,7 68,7 48,8 77,0
Immigration 59,7 54,3 65,4 59,9 48,2 76,2
2008
Problems Spontaneously Proposed as the Most Important:
Security, Crime, Public
Order 15,7 13,8 16,6 16,8 12,4 25,5
Immigration 6,9 7,3 8,0 6,5 2,2 9,2

TAB. 6B. Most Prominent Perceived Social Problemsniltalian Northern Regions by

Occupation (%)

LEGA
ALL OCCUPATION VOTERS
Emplo-| Self- Not Em-
Managers yees | employed Workers| Otherg ployed
1996
The First or the Second Priority:
Immigration 16,8 14,1 11,5 12,3 16,8 25,7 15,9 30,0
2001
The First or the Second Priority:
Crime 41,2 38,4 36,4 41,5 37,1 30,3 44,8 45,8
Immigration 16,5 20,1 16,7 20,1 18,1 8,7 14,8 26,1
2006
Issues Considered "Very Important":
Crime 71,3 65,2 64,2 73,3 70,8 63,0 75,6 77,0
Immigration 59,7 54,2 57,5 62,1 63,9 53,7 60,2 76,2
2008
Problems Spontaneously Proposed as the Most Important:
Security, Crime,
Public Order 15,7 10,8 14,3 22,1 14,9 20,0 16,0 25,5
Immigration 6,9 2,7 4,8 10,3 8,5 4,0 7,4 9,2

Sources 6A and 6B: ltanes 1996, 2001, 2006, 2008
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TAB. 7. Opinions on Immigrants and their Rights (2@6 and 2008) (%)

GEOGRAFIC VOTE IN NORTHERN DIFFE-
ALL | ZONE REGIONS RENCE
Centre- | Centre-| Other-| North- | Lega-

North | Centre| South Legaright left NR South | Nord
2006
Immigrants are dangerous
for our culture and identity 526 | 51,4| 49,4 | 557 | 79,1 67,7 346 | 515 -4,3 | 27,7
Immigrants are a threat to
employment 50,1 | 44,2| 46,8 | 59,7 | 66,1 57,9 31,4 428 -155]| 219
It ought to be forbidden to
gypsies to settle down in
our town 788 | 780 | 81,7| 781|915 88,1 69,9 | 76,0 -0,1 | 13,5
Regular immigrants should
have the right to vote in
administrative elections in
the town where they live 62,9 | 60,4 70,3 | 62,0 235 53,9 754 | 551 -1,6 | -36,9
It is right to permit to
Muslims to built some
Mosques in Italian Country 344 | 31,7 | 454 | 32,0 18,7 24,1 44,3 | 26,3 -0,3 | -13,0
2008
Immigrants are dangerous
for our culture 38,3 | 39,0| 33, 7] 399|575 55,4 19,7 | 40,1 -0,9 | 18,5
Immigrants are a threat for
employment 416 | 38,2 | 36,3 | 49,0] 52,1 50,6 16,9 | 438 ] -10,8| 139
It is right to permit to
Muslims to built some
Mosques in Italian Country 36,1| 34,1 | 38,1| 37,7 | 13,0 24,0 57,0 | 28,0 -3,6 | -21,1

Sources: Itanes 2006, 2008

At the same time, it is very noteworthy to obselnesv hostile opinions against
immigrants are relativellessdiffused in the northern regions than in the seuth(see
table 7). These positions, on the other hand, arehrmore diffused even in the northern
regions among the less educated interviewees agdnearal among workers, traders and
self-employed persons (see table 8). The opinidrthe Lega voters on these matters
seem closer to the opinions present at a populat ie southern lItaly.

As regards the massive increase of immigrationtaedoerception of increasing
criminality, developed also thanks to moral paneves on mass media (Maneri, 2001,
Palidda, 2009), the Lega Nord was perceived asntbee coherent and combative
political party, capable of criticizing even Bertasii when he admitted the possibility to
grant immigrants the right to vote for local eleas (Cousin and Vitale, 2006). In the
northern regions, the Lega Nord could appear apahty that — in the centre-right ambit
— engaged itself more coherently and with morengtie on such matters; this happened
thanks to a higher attention to the territory, &ationships with people within local
sections and to the role played by the networkletted mayors, in a phase in which
parties became presidential in order to de-linkntbelves from the territory (Diamanti,
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2009:115. The capacity of Lega Nord to obtain support i,aamatter of fact, to be
understood not only considering the strategies gedydy the party leadership, but also
looking at the actions engaged by the Lega politizss within the territories (territorial
branches, militants and administrators). One oftlost noteworthy aspects of the Lega’s
political action concerns, in fact, the cohereneéneen the instances promoted by the
party leadership and the priorities of administtataction of the Lega’s local political
representatives (cf. among others Andall, 2009t&;dé8ull, 2009). The different changes
of strategy of Lega Nord took place while keepimgmany localities of the North, a
strong capacity to mobilize its grass roots adsviwell rooted in their own territory, and
able to translate instances and local problemstih@danguage and priorities of the party

(Biorcio, 2010).

TAB. 8A. Opinions on Immigrants and their Rights (206 and 2008) (%)

LEGA
ALL EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION VOTERS

None/ Junior

Primary High High | Univer-

school School School | sity
2006
Immigrants are dangerous for our
culture and identity 51,4 67,7 56,3 43,9 20,8 79,1
Immigrants are a threat to
employment 44,2 55,7 49,6 38,0 17,3 66,1
It ought to be forbidden to gypsies
to settle down in our town 78,0 86,3 78,2 74,0 73,6 91,5
Regular immigrants should have the
right to vote in administrative
elections in the town where they live | 60,4 61,3 56,9 60,9 71,4 23,5
It is right to permit to Muslims to
build Mosques in Italy 31,7 17,3 26,3 38,9 60,8 18,7
2008
Immigrants are dangerous for our
culture 39,0 55,2 41,0 32,6 17,9 57,5
Immigrants are a threat to
employment 38,2 54,4 40,8 31,1 15,7 52,1
It is right to permit to Muslims to
build Mosques in Italy 34,1 18,3 31,6 40,6 56,4 13,0

Sources: Itanes 2006, 2008

® It is therefore not surprising that Bossi readilgrked to obstacle the so-called mayors
movement that could constitute a transversal c¢oalibf territorial political subjects,

alternative to the political project of the LegarNdcf. Jori, 2009)
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TAB. 8B. Opinions on Immigrants and their Rights (D06 and 2008) (%)

LEGA
ALL OCCUPATION VOTERS

Mana- | Emplo-| Self-em- | Wor- Not Em-
gers yee ployed | kers | Others| ployed

2006

Immigrants are
dangerous for our
culture and identity 51,4 32,8 40,4 56,3 | 51,1 44,0 57,8

79,1

Immigrants are a
threat to employment 44,2 26,3 33,2 46,0 | 52,2 47,8 47,8

66,1

It ought to be forbid-
den to gypsies to
settle down in our
town 78,0 80,4 78,1 71,3 | 76,6 84,0 79,0

91,5

Regular immigrants
should have the right
to vote in administra-
tive elections in the
town where they live 60,4 55,1 61,4 51,7| 54,8 76,0 63,3

23,5

It is right to permit to
Muslims to build
Mosques in Italy 31,7 52,2 41,0 36,0 31,0 39,6 24,7

18,7

2008

Immigrants are
dangerous for our
culture 39,0 24,7 29,8 353 | 449 37,0 42,2

57,5

Immigrants are a
threat to employment 38,2 16,9 31,8 25,0 | 49,0 44,4 40,4

52,1

It It is right to permit
to Muslims to build
Mosques in Italy 34,1 44,2 41,1 26,5| 31,8 48,1 31,8

13,0

Sources: Itanes 2006, 2008

The Lega Nord is not characterized by a precisefiasth local government style,
or by distinctive modalities of regulation, in padiar modalities of contrasting
particularism and patronage within the governanewvarks (policy network, networks
of political interchange, structures of influencietioe élites) from one side, and in the
choices of allocation and distribution in publiclipos from the other. Nor is the party
particularly innovative, in the ability of attracy resources from Europe or from
enterprises, and concerning the presently mostatelichallenges in northern Italy,
relative to the multilevel articulation of decisainprocesses (Berta, 2008) and to the
coordination between different cities in large area a context of interurban competition
(Perulli and Pichierri, 2010).

If anything, the Lega Nord developed a politicalbiiaation of its basis and top
administrators able to select the priorities of lmulaction by focusing on symbolic
aspects that enable the party to obtain positiieoooes. These priorities, rather than
matters of local development or competition betwesmtories; concern issues of law
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and order, proprieties, care of open spaces that being defined as priorities, allow to
accumulate easy successes and to demonstrate raidysfancremental outcomes.

6. THE PARADOXES OF THE LEGA'S “NORTH-ISM”

The Lega Nord tried to offer to the northern regioa comprehensive political
representation that was not limited to the defesfaeconomic interests. And, sometimes,
Bossi’'s party managed to be acknowledged as ansalexalusive referent as regards the
Northern Question. Can the Lega Nord be considdéredadical expression of cultural
trends spread in the North, different from thosevpiling in the South? In order to
answer this question, it is necessary to analyzeevaends and political attitudes of
citizens resident in the northern regions, by caming them with those found in the
southern regions. It will then be possible to digpthe specificities that the Lega’s
electorate presents compared to trends and vafube northern regions.

To deal with these problems, we used the techniglssrated and proposed by
the psychologist Shalom Schwartz who has reseanbeples’ values in more than sixty
countries of different continenfsThe analysis on the Italian value trends reveaines
clearly differentiated tendencies between nortlarh southern regions, but also between
Lega followers and those of other parties in naortH&aly (see table 9). As regards some
values such as security and conformism (respeaufes and respect for the conventions
of “good manners”) the answers of the Lega voteensto reinforce the differences
between trends prevailing in the northern regiond &hose which characterize the
southern regions. In this case, the Lega Nord sostress the tendencies that more
strongly characterize the North compared to therogfarts of Italy. Lega voters, on the
contrary, definitely differentiate from the trengsevailing in the northern regions for
other values such as universalism and benevolenaeh more spread among northern
citizens than among southernetniversalismsynthesizes tolerance for different ideas
and people, and the will to give everybody the sapgortunities in life;oenevolence
shows the availability to respond to the othersdseand to help people around us. It
deals with values that, in general, are less shiayddss educated people. We can further
observe how among the Lega Nord electorate theevalu traditionalism is very
accentuated: a trend that does not present grdf@retices between northern and
southern regions, but it is much more shared byllgmavincial centres residents and, in
general, by the less educated interviewees (séstabA and 10B).

" Schwartz identified ten types of basis values fheple of all cultures recognize as
more or less important targets of their life (Schwal992; 1994; 2006). His research
concerns values that have been defined as univbrgal because acknowledged by
people from very different cultures and societ@sd because they are based on some
fundamental human needs, such as that of congotkality around us or establishing
relationships with other people.
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TAB. 9. Value-orientation (2006) (%)

VOTE IN NORTHERN
ALL | GEOGRAFIC ZONE | REGIONS DIFFERENCE]
Centre- | Centre- | Other- | North- | Lega-

All North | Centre | South | Lega | right left NR South Nord
Security 69,8 72,1 77,9 63,7 83,3 75,6 69,9 65,5 8,4 11,2
Conformism 51,9 53,3 59,3 47,1 70,0 57,5 50,8 43,9 6,2 16,7
Tradition 38,3 38,0 44,6 35,8 45,8 45,6 32,0 34,3 2,2 7,8
Self-
determination 43,4 47,5 47,7 37,2 47,4 49,4 48,4 41,7 10,3 -0,1
Universalism 41,8 45,2 47,0 35,8 39,5 40,8 54,7 32,8 9,4 -5,7
Benevolence 34,6 36,4 39,5 30,5 29,8 34,1 42,5 28,8 59 -6,6

Source: Itanes 2006

TAB. 10A Basis Values in Italian Northern Regions i Educational Qualification (%)
LEGA
ALL EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION VOTERS
None/Primary| Junior High| High
school School School | University
Security 72,1 77,5 73,4 66,9 74,8 83,3
Conformism 53,3 58,2 57,1 45,3 57,3 70,0
Tradition 38,0 49,7 41,2 29,6 31,5 45,8
Self-determination | 475 40,5 44,6 50,3 63,7 47,4
Universalism 452 32,3 42,6 50,0 64,3 39,5
Benevolence 36,4 35,0 37,3 34,3 43,8 29,8
Source: Itanes 2006
TAB. 10B. Basis Values in Italian Northern Regiondy Occupation (%)
LEGA
ALL OCCUPATION VOTERS
Self- Not
Managers | Employee | Employed | Workers | Others | Employed
Security 72,1 72,0 70,7 73,6 69,8 68,7 73,3 83,3
Conformism 53,3 64,3 46,8 55,7 49,3 41,4 56,3 70,0
Tradition 38,0 40,6 29,4 43,6 36,6 420 40,5 45,8
Self-
determination 475 58,7 50,4 61,4 46,7 52,3 425 47 4
Universalism 45,2 62,9 52,6 41,3 41,2 49,8 41,2 39,5
Benevolence 36,4 53,0 38,9 29,5 30,1 43,9 35,8 29,8

Source: Itanes 2006

Confirming these trends, researches carried ol2006 and 2008 show other
interesting aspects of the profile of the Lega'scwrate. We examine four areas of
attitudes which are very important to orient poéitiand social behaviours: interpersonal
confidence, demand for authority, civil rights areb-liberal economic politics.
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Interpersonal confidence is considered one of timeldmental conditions for the
development of the public spirit of a community ififam et al., 1993).More recent
researches substantiate the historical differercaegards the level of interpersonal
confidence, between northern and southern regiogtepart, 1993:35) (see table 11). It
is interesting to notice that, concerning thistadke, Lega voters appear more similar to
the inhabitants of the southern regions. The lefetlistrust towards the others that
characterize the Lega voters can be found withennibrthern regions only among people
of a very low cultural level (see table 12).

TAB. 11. Opinions and Social Attitudes (2006 and 2X8) (%)

GEOGRAFIC VOTE IN NORTHERN DIFFE-

ALL | ZONE REGIONS RENCE
Centre-| Centre-| Other-| North- | Lega-
North | Centre| South Legaright left NR South | Nord
Interpersonal Trust
You can trust most of the
other people 178 | 20,3| 19,2 | 13,8 | 13,7 18,8 30,6 | 15,2 65| -6,6
You ought to be cautious in
dealing with the people 793 | 766 | 77,6 | 83,6 | 84,2 79,3 64,7 | 821 -7,0 7,6

Individual Rights

Extend rights of married
couples to couples who
decide to have a stable

relationship without marrying 66,1 | 70,6 70,0 | 58,0 | 65,8 56,8 88,1 | 66,2 12,6 | -4,8
Extend rights of married

couples also to homosexual

couples 34,3 | 39,5| 384 | 25,2 288 28,0 61,4 | 32,2| 143 ] -10,7
Abortion has to be restricted 349 | 30,8 29,8 | 43,0 41,8 45,8 14,4 324 | -12,2| 11,0
Demand of Authority

Today in Italy we need a

strong leader 75,7 | 74,7 | 743 | 77,8 93,2 90,0 56,7 | 75,4 -3,1] 185
Death penalty for worst

crimes 42,2 39,1 | 37,0 49,0]| 56,1 50,8 242 | 429 99| 17,0
Neo-Liberalism

Enterprises ought to have

more freedom to hire and fire 411 | 42,8| 40,2 | 39,5] 62,3 59,4 27,1 | 40,7 33| 195
Unions' power is too high 426 | 42,0| 448 | 42,0| 68,4 67,5 216 | 38,1 00| 264
Government ought to

intervene less in economy 319 | 341 28,0 | 31,1 37,0 36,2 306 | 349 3,0 2,9
Income divide between rich

and poor has to decrease 79,0 | 76,8 84,6 | 78,7 | 59,7 70,1 81,0 | 80,9 -19 1] -17,1

Sources: Itanes 2006, 2008

8 The presence of public spirit is based on a sebaflitions that refer both to structural
aspects (relationships networks), and to culturgpeats (rules, social values and
interpersonal confidence) that characterize a conityiPutnam et al., 1993:196). The
different aspects are related, and it is diffi¢alestablish which one is prior to the others
in causal terms, cf. Aimond and Verba (1980). Thm all the same, is really delicate,
with important political repercussions, as is arg@anong others, by Sabetti (2002: ch.
9) and Huysseune (2002).
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TAB. 12A. Opinions and Social Attitudes in ItalianNorthern Regions by Educational
Qualification (2006) (%)

LEGA
ALL | EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION | VOTERS

None/ | Junior
Primary | High High | Univer-
school | School | School| sity

Interpersonal Trust

You can trust most of the other people | 20,3 14,1 17,4 24,9 32,9 13,7
You ought to be cautious in dealing
with the people 76,6 83,4 79,4 72,9 61,4 84,2

Individual Rights

Extend rights of married couples to
couples who decide to have a stable

relationship without marrying 70,6 61,8 72,0 72,3 75,7 65,8
Extend rights of married couples also

to homosexual couples 39,5 14,5 43,5 42,6 57,1 28,8
Abortion has to be restricted 30,8 44,4 29,6 26,0 25,0 41,8
Demand of Authority

Today in Italy we need a strong leader | 74,7 78,8 77,7 72,6 59,3 93,2
Death penalty for worst crimes 39,1 51,2 41,9 34,3 17,3 56,1

Neo-Liberalism

Enterprises ought to have more

freedom to hire and fire 42,8 36,9 44,4 44,3 41,4 62,3
Unions' power is too high 42,0 42,4 40,0 44,2 41,8 68,4
Government ought to intervene less in

economy 34,1 28,2 34,3 374 35,0 37,0
Income divide between rich and poor

has to decrease 76,8 81,4 80,3 73,8 62,5 59,7

Sources: Itanes 2006, 2008

A similar outline characterizes opinions on indivad civil rights. In the northern
regions there is a more open attitude towards thmeders compared with the southern: a
greater disposition in favour of laws that recognidghts to common-law and
homosexual couples; a lesser availability towardsenmestrictive measures for abortion.
On these problems, the positions of Lega voterd terbe similar to those expressed by
residents of the southern regions and, above @itespond to the opinions of older and
less educated people.

We can also find similar differences in the questduthority, which is usually
related to a demand for more severity in punishm&hese opinions are less diffused
within the northern regions than within the southén the northern regions, in fact, the
idea of death penalty for the most serious crinmes the claim for authority expressed
with the demand for a “strong leader” are defiyitldss spread. On these matters, the
trend of Lega voters comes closer (accentuating}he the most widespread position of
southern Italy and reflects, once more, the praagribpinions within the less educated
popular sectors.
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TAB. 12B. Opinions and Social Attitudes in ItalianNorthern Regions by Occupation (2006)

(%0)

ALL

OCCUPATION

LEGA
VOTERS

Mana-
gers

Emplo-
yee

Self-em- | Wor-
ployed kers

Others

Not Em-
ployed

Interpersonal Trust

You can trust most of
the other people

20,3

23,4

23,3

16,2 | 16,7

18,5

20,4

13,7

You ought to be
cautious in dealing
with the people

76,6

70,1

73,6

77,9 | 80,3

81,5

77,0

84,2

Individual Rights

Extend rights of
married couples to
couples who decide
to have a stable
relationship without
marrying

70,6

76,6

75,6

750 | 77,8

77,8

66,1

65,8

Extend rights of
married couples also
to homosexual
couples

39,5

46,8

54,3

48,5 | 485

51,9

30,3

28,8

Abortion has to be
restricted

30,8

20,8

21,7

22,1 | 283

29,6

36,2

41,8

Demand of
Authority

Today in Italy we
need a strong leader

74,7

66,2

74.4

75,0 | 80,8

85,2

73,3

93,2

Death penalty for
worst crimes

39,1

29,9

28,3

47,3 | 50,9

44,3

39,4

56,1

Neo-Liberalism

Enterprises ought to
have more freedom to
hire and fire

42,8

59,7

35,7

618 | 394

59,3

41,8

62,3

Unions' power is too
high

42,0

58,9

36,4

63,8 | 38,2

23,7

40,9

68,4

Government ought to
intervene less in
economy

34,1

37,7

33,7

456 | 354

29,6

32,2

37,0

Income divide
between rich and
poor has to decrease

76,8

65,4

72,4

743 | 81,0

56,1

79,7

59,7

Sources: Itanes 2006, 2008

We can, finally, observe how the Lega Nord votees characterized by a strong
support for economic liberalism. Within the northeegions Lega voters differentiate
themselves by a much stronger support to claimseftucing the power of unions and to
extend the enterprises’ freedom of dismissal. TUppsrt to policies directed towards the
reduction of social disparities is much more liditmmpared to the rest of the electorate.

The Lega Nord intended to create a party whichesgmted the whole of the
northern regions, capable to defend their interastk culture. If we examine the profile
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of people that voted for the Lega Nord, we find saiiscordant features compared to the
project. A large majority of the party’s electorataturally supports federalism and
devolution. However, the party’s electorate parachlly displays value trends and
convictions that, for many aspects are in coumekacy compared to the population of
northern Italy, and much closer to those of thelsenn electorate.

The relationship between the Lega Nord and nortkeamnety remains ambivalent
and the party is unable to represent the wholeabfevinstances that its citizens consider
most important. Bossi’s party gave only partly eegsion to the dominant ideas and
values in northern Italy. This would seem a quitargge paradox for a regionalist party
born to draw attention to the Northern QuestionisTgaradox is all interior to political
dynamics, where actors interact in a complex wawpsitering the context in which they
are included, that binds them, but does not detexritiem: far from being the expression
of a homogeneous territory as regards culture ahges, the Lega Nord is a particular
political actor that builds its own identity by seting themes and questions to represent.

On the other hand, the North presents some vemwarthy interior differences
both in territorial and socio-cultural terms; eviénn the last years some converging
dynamics are emerging around the medium enterpmselel with long networks
(Bagnasco, 2009; Perulli and Pichierri, 2010). Agchl Huysseune reminds in the
beginning of this volume, centrifugal regionaliseveals deep conflicts not only between
territories, but also and above all, within the samegional territory, of the same
“regional culture”, showing this way the value hetggeneity internal to every territory.
The Lega was able to intercept and mobilize a §ipdgpe of electorate — present above
all in particular territorial contexts and withine popular and less educated sectors of the
population — that on the point of view of valuekpablic spirit and of social attitudes, is
distinguishable from the prevailing trends withire tnorthern population and resembles
the most diffused ones in the South. The Lega Masl able to obtain support especially
in these areas, by reinforcing fears, prejudiced smme specific value trends of its
inhabitants. By acting in such way, however, itgressively mobilized around a number
of political matters quite distinctive from theriésrial ones, engaging itself rather in the
defence of identity and national frontiers.

REFERENCES

Agnew, J., M. Shin and G. Bettoni (2002), “City ses Metropolis: The Northern League
in the Milan Metropolitan Area”|nternational Journal of Urban and Regional
Research26 (2):266-283.

Albertazzi, D. (2006), “Back to Our Roots or Seli@essed Manipulation: The Uses of
the Past in the Lega Nord’s Positing of Padari&tional Identities8 (1):21-39.

Almond, G. and S. Verba (1980)he Civic Culture RevisitedBoston, Little Brown.

Andall, J. (2009)L a vittoria della Lega: immigrazione e cittadinanzaVeneto in G.
Baldini and A. Cento Bul{eds),Politica in Italia 2009 Bologna, il Mulino:261-280.

Anderson, B. (2006)imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin &ptead of
Nationalism,London-New York, Verso (originally published in&3).

Avanza, M. (2003), “Une histoire pour la Padanie. lLigue du Nord et l'utilisation
politique du passé’Annales 58 (1):85-107.

Bagnasco, A. (2009), “Il Nord: una citta-regionelgdle?” Stato e mercat®:163-186.

196



Bagnasco, A and M. Oberti (1998), “Italy. ‘Le troexpoeil’ of Regions”, in P. Le Galés
and C. Lequesngds),Regions in Europd.ondon, Routledge:150-165.

Barisione, M. (2009)Comunicazione e societBologna, Il Mulino.

Bauman, Z. (2001 Community. Seeking Safety in an Insecure W@#é&bridge, Polity.

Beirich, H. and D. Woods (2000), “Globalisation, kkers and the Northern League”,
West European Politic23 (1):130-143.

Berta, G. (2008),Nord, dal triangolo industriale alla megalopoli pada Milano,
Mondadori.

Biorcio, R. (1991),“La Lega Lombarda come attore politico: dal federab al
populismo regionalista”, in R. Mannheimer (ed.a lega lombardg. Milano,
Feltrinelli:34-82.

Biorcio, R. (1997)La Padania promessa. La storia, le idee e la logitazione della
LegaNord, Milano, Il Saggiatore.

Biorcio, R. (1999), “La Lega Nord e la transizioma&iana”, Rivista italiana di scienza
politica, 29 (1):55-87.

Biorcio, R. (2000), “Bossi-Berlusconi, la nuovaealhza”, Il Mulino, 49 (2):253-264.

Biorcio, R. (2001), “La societa civile e la poléicdagli anni del boom a fine millennio”,
in D. Bigazzi e M. Meriggi (eds)Storia d'ltalia. Le regioni dall'Unita a oggi. La
Lombardia,Torino, Einaudi:1025-1064.

Biorcio, R. (2003a),Sociologia politica. Partiti, movimenti sociali eagtecipazione
Bologna, Il Mulino.

Biorcio, R. (2003b), “The Lega Nord and the ltalidedia System”, in G. Mazzoleni, J.
Stewart and B. Horsfield (edsfhe Media and Neo-Populism. A Contemporary
Comparative Analysisiestport. Conn., Praeger:71-94.,

Biorcio, R. (2009), “Trasformazioni della demociz declino delle forme tradizionali
di legittimazione politica”, in L. Sciolla (ed.Rrocessi e trasformazioni sociali. La
societa europea dagli anni Sessanta a pBagri/Roma, Laterza:161-187.

Biorcio, R. (2010),La rivincita del Nord. La Lega dalla contestazioaé governg
Roma/Bari, Laterza.

Biorcio, R. and R. Mannheimer (1995), “Relationshgtween Citizens and Parties”, in
H.D. Kliengeman and D. Fuchs (eds}itizens and the StateOxford, Oxford
University Press:206-226.

Boltanski, L. and E. Claverie (2007), “Du mondeiaben tant que scene d'un procés”
L. Boltanski, E. Claverie, N. Offenstadt and S. \[aamme (edshffaires, scandales
et grandes causes. De Socrate a PinadRatis, Stock:395-452.

Cantaro, A. (1990),.a modernizzazione neoliberaMilano, Franco Angeli.

Cantelli, F., L. Pattaroni, M. Roca, and J. StawbBuge (eds) (2009%ensibilités
pragmatiques : enquéter sur I'action publigiBsuxelles, P.I.E. Peter Lang.

Cavatorta, F. (2001), “The Role of the Northern duga in Transforming the Italian
Political System: From Economic Federalism to HKthriRolitics and Back”,
Contemporary Politics7 (1):27-40.

Cavazza, N. and P. Corbetta (2008), “Quando lasdifgel territorio diventa voto’l)
Mulino, 57 (3):441-448.

Cefai, D. and D. Pasquier (eds) (2003s sens du public. Publics médiatiques, publics
politiques Paris, PUF.

Cefai, D. and D. Trom (eds) (200Qgs formes de I'action collective. Mobilisationsnda
des arenes publiqugParis, Editions de I'Ehess.

197



Centemeri, L. (2011), “L'innovazione politica comarticolazione di livelli di
coinvolgimento degli abitanti: la riparazione delndo ambientale a Seveso”, in T.
Vitale and N. Podesta (ed®)alla proposta alla protesta, e ritorno. Conflitbcali e
innovazione politicaMilano, Bruno Mondadori:1-25.

Cento Bull, A. and M. Gilbert (2001)he Lega Nord and the Northern Question in
Italian Politics, Basingstoke, Palgrave.

Cento Bull, A. (2009), “Lega Nord: A Case of Simita Politics?”, South European
Society and Politicsl4 (2):129-146.

Cirulli, A. (2005), “Etnonazionalismo in un’epocaglobalizzazione” Sociologia 1:55-
64.

Cousin, B. and T. Vitale (2006), “La question migiee et I'idéologie occidentaliste de
Forza Italia”,La vie des idéed 1:27-36.

Cousin, B. and T. Vitale (2007), “La gauche itaienface au mouvement pour les
libertés civiles des sans-papier€ijtique internationale4 (37):9-21.

De Luna, G. (1994)Figli di un benessere minore. La Lega 1979-19B8enze, La
Nuova lItalia.

Dematteo, L. (2007),’Idiotie en politique. Subversion et néopopulisemeltalie Paris,
CNRS Editions-MSH.

Diamanti, I. (1993),La Lega. Geografia, storia e sociologia di un nuosoggetto
politico, Roma, Donzelli.

Diamanti, 1. (1997), “ll Nord senza ['ltalia. L'indendenza diventa ‘normale’Limes
1:297-314.

Diamanti, I. (2008), “Cosi sta rinasceno l'identi@rdista”,La Repubblical5-06-2008.

Diamanti, I. (2009)Mappe dell'ltalia politica. Bianco, rosso, verdezzirro e tricolore
Bologna, Il Mulino.

Diani, M. (1996), “Linking Mobilisation Frames aifrblitical Opportunities: Insight from
Regional Populism in Italy’American Sociological Revigw1 (6):1053-1069.

Goodin, J. and C. Tilly (eds) (2006)he Oxford Handbook of Contextual Political
Analysis Oxford, Oxford University Press.

Huysseune, M. (2002), “Institutions and Their Impan Social Capital and Civic
Culture: The Case of Italy”, in M. Hooghe, and Dol&® (eds),Generating Social
Capital: Civic Society and Institutions in Compavat Perspective New York,
Palgrave:211-230.

Huysseune, M. (2006 Modernity and Secession. The Social Sciences anédlitical
Discourse of the Lega Nord in Ital@xford, Berghahn.

Inglehart, R. (1993)Valori e cultura politica nella societa industri@eanzata, Torino,
Liviana (originally published in 1990 &Sulture Shift in Advanced Industrial Society
Princeton, Princeton University Press).

Jori, F. (2009)Dalla Liga alla Lega. Storia, movimenti, protagamnis/enezia, Marsilio.

Loiero, A. (2003) Il patto di ferro : Berlusconi, Bossi e la devotuticontro il Sud con i
voti del SugRoma, Donzelli.

Maneri, M. (2001), “ll panico morale come dispositi di trasformazione
dell'insicurezza’Rassegna Italiana di Sociologid2 (1):5-40.

Mannheimer, R. (1993), “L'elettorato della Lega dlgiPolis, 7 (2):253-274.

Marletti, C. (2002), “Il ciclo dell’antipolitica ¢ risultati delle elezioni del 13 giugno in
Italia. Verso un nuovo clima d’opinioneomunicazione Politice3 (1):9-30.

198



Mastropaolo, A. (2000)ntipolitica: all’origine della crisi italiang Napoli, L’ancora del
mediterraneo.

McAdam, D., S. Tarrow and C. Tilly (2001pynamics of ContentignCambridge,
Cambridge University Press.

Mény, Y. and Y. Surel (2000Rar le people, pour le peupl®aris, Librairie Arthéme
Fayard (italian translatioRopulismo e democrazi8ologna, Il Mulino, 2001).

Merton. R. (1949)Social Theory and Social Structuiidew York, The Free Press.

Mete, V. (2010), “Four Types of Anti-Politics: lggits from the Italian CaseModern
Italy, 15 (1):37-61.

Mingione, E. (1991)Fragmented Societies. A Sociology of Economic lhé&gond the
Market Paradigm Oxford, Basil Blackwell.

Palidda, S. (ed.) (2009Razzismo democratico. La persecuzione degli striaime
Europa Milano, Agenzia X.

Perulli, P. and A. Pichierri (eds) (201&conomia e societa del Nqrdlorino, Einaudi.

Putnam R., R. Leonardi and R. Nanetti (1998)aking Democracy Work: Civic
Traditions in Modern ItalyPrinceton, Princeton University Press.

Romanelli, R. (1991), “Le radici storiche del lasato italiano”, Il Mulino, 40 (4):711-
720.

Rovati, G. and Mazzette A. (eds) (1998p protesta dei “forti”. Leghe del Nord e
Partito Sardo d'AzioneMilano, Franco Angeli.

Sabetti, F. (2002)The Search for Good Government: Understanding theadox of
Italian DemocracyMontreal, McGill-Queen's University Press.

Schwartz, S.H. (1992), “The Universal Content aridu@ure of Values: Theoretical
Advances and Empirical Tests in 20 Countrie&tivances in Experimental Social
Psychology25:1-62.

Schwartz, S.H. (1994), “Beyond Individualism-Cotigism: New Cultural Dimensions
of Values”, in K. Uichol, C. Kagitcibasi, H.C. Tndis and G. Yoon (eds),
Individualism and CollectivisnNewbury Park, Sage:85-119.

Schwartz, S.H. (2006), “Les valeurs de base de desgmne: Théorie, mesures et
applications” Revue francgaise de sociolog#r (4):929-968.

Segatti, P. (1995), “Una nazione di compaesanialismo e sentimento naziona)ef
A. Parisi and H. Schaddeds),Sulla soglia del cambiamento. Elettori e partitiaal
fine della prima Repubbli¢dologna, il Mulino:105-138.

Snow, D. (2004), “Framing Processes, ldeology, Ristursive Fields”, in D. Snow, S.
A. Soule and H. Kriesi (eds)The Blackwell Companion to Social Movements
Oxford, Blackwell:380-412.

Taguieff, P.A. (2002)L"illusion populiste Paris, Berg International Editeurs.

Tosi, S. (2004)Azioni locali nella crisi del welfare stat#lilano, Libreria Clup.

Trigilia, C. (1994), “Nord e Sud: se il Belpaessgezza’Limes 4:81-94.

Vitale, T. and E. Claps (2010), “Not Always the Sa@Id Story: Spatial Segregation and
Feelings of Dislike against Roma and Sinti in #aliLarge Cities and Middle
Towns”, in M. Stewart and M. Rovid (edsMulti-Disciplinary Approaches to
Romany Studie8udapest, CEU Press:228-253.

199



