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Secondary research

▪ More and more data intensive and collaborative

▪ The amount of data collected, analysed and stored 
has increased enormously
▪ Finding the data you need can be rather difficult 
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The “power” of DDI

Source: DDI Alliance, “DDI Version 3 Conceptual Model”



Le Centre de données socio-politiques (CDSP)

▪ Le CDSP diffuse des données quantitatives (2005) et 
qualitatives (2012)

https://cdsp.sciences-po.fr/fr/ressources-en-ligne/?
https://cdsp.sciences-po.fr/fr/ressources-en-ligne/?


Qui sont les utilisateurs de nos données ? 
Geographical provenance:

Disciplines: 

Sciences politiques (45%), economie (25%), sociologie(25%)

Statuts: 
chercheurs (50%), doctorants (25%), étudiants (25%)

Source: CDSP Quetelet portal users, 2015



Visualisation de données quantitatives : 
Nesstar

Source: http://nesstar.sciences-po.fr/



Visualisation de données quantitatives : 
Base de questions

Source: http://bdq.reseau-quetelet.cnrs.fr/



Téléchargement de données : portail Quetelet

Source: https://quetelet.casd.eu/fr/utilisateur/connexion



Lost?



Finding the appropriate data

A crucial step of a research project based on secondary 
analysis 
but :

▪ Studies and variables difficult to find

▪ Metadata not entirely harmonised across 
waves/studies

▪ Several CDSP dissemination platforms not yet 
inter-operable



How to improve data discovery and data 
download? 



A new CDSP website



Variable harmonisation

▪ Litteral question: How interested would you say you are in politics? Are 
you?

▪ Variable categories 
✓ 1- Very interested
✓ 2- Quite interested
✓ 3- Hardly interested
✓ 4- Not at all interested 

▪ Variable label: How interested in politics

Study Variable

Image de la science Int (2001)

Baromètre Politique Français 2006-2007 Q3

Panel électoral français 2002 Xq201

Le baromètre de suivi de l’environnement IFEN-OIP Q12 (1993), q26 (2000)

Enquête interrégionale des phénomènes politiques Q29 (1998), q26 (1999), q17 (1994), q11 (1992)

Enquête annuelle ELIPSS ELIP$I1 (2013), DN01$I1(2014)

Pratiques culturelles, Médias et Technologies de l’information (ELIPSS) EA13$I1



Data more available and usable

▪ Approach to favour data discovery: data 
harmonisation across waves and studies

▪ Visualisation of all the waves including the question 
and download the ones of interest

▪ Datamatching upon request



▪ 2014
✓ How to integrate the DDI-Lifecycle specifications in our 

dissemination practices?
− Using DDI-Lifecycle tools?
− Dealing with DDI-Codebook documented data?

▪ 2015
✓ How about the creation of our metadata system?

− An exploration of social sciences data centers’ portals 
− An analysis of the current situation
− Decision to build a metadata system

− 2016
✓ Process of building a metadata database

A new approach including DDI-Lifecycle



Procedures

✓ Metadata de-duplication 
✓ Versioning metadata 
✓ Integration of concepts

✓ A new discovery data portal inspired by the DDI Daghsthul 
workshop 2014 and 2015

✓ Definition of the web tools and technology
✓ …



Thank you for your attention !

alina.danciu@sciencespo.fr
alexandre.mairot@sciencespo.fr




