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❏ 315 DDI-C documented SSH and polit ical science 
surveys

❏ Unit service of Sciences Po and of the French National 
Research center. PROGEDO member

❏ Our star surveys: CSES - French electoral studies, 
French election results,                     panel surveys 

❏ Challenges: harmonising and standardizing metadata
❏ Improving our data plat forms and processes

https://cdsp.sciences-po.fr/en/ressources-en-ligne/?


FAIR data and metadata at the Center for Socio-Political Data (CDSP)

Source: https://book.fosteropenscience.eu/

How FAIR principles should manifest in reality is open to interpretat ion
Consensus on the fact that the ultimate goal of metadata should be to opt imize reuse of data
Need for data archives to adapt

https://book.fosteropenscience.eu/


Listen to your users’ community

Non-French speaking data users at the CDSP 
“Metadata translation is often sufficient to support a user’s assessment 
whether an object is relevant or not.”

Source: https://pro.europeana.eu/files/Europeana_Professional/Publications/BestPracticesForMultilingualAccess_whitepaper.pdf



Our DDI-C metadata

FINDABLE, ACCESSIBLE, INTEROPERABLE AND REUSABLE

But:  
- No PIDs
- Not very controlled vocabularies
- Not fully exploited metadata reuse potential
- Metadata inconsistencies (ambiguities in using the DDI-C fields)

Improve by Nick Youngson CC BY-SA 3.0 Alpha Stock Images
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Examples : Controlled vocabularies 

French: 
Centre de recherches politiques de Sciences Po
CEVIPOF
Centre de recherches politiques de Sciences Po (CEVIPOF)
Centre d'études de la vie politique française (former name of the institution)

English:
Center of political researches of Sciences Po (CEVIPOF)



CESSDA DC



Examples : DDI metadata inconsistencies

Time Method Survey 1
novembre et décembre 1986 => which are in fact collection dates 

Time Method Survey 2
Enquêtes par panel : http://quanti.dime-shs.sciences-po.fr/surveys/

Le dispositif DYNAMOB prévoit des vagues d'enquête spécifiques lors des périodes d'élections (pré et post -électorales) 
et des interrogations régulières en période non-électorale.

http://quanti.dime-shs.sciences-po.fr/surveys/


Next steps

❏ DDI-L quest ion bank (Colectica-powered) to be included in the European 
Question Bank (Flash Call Open Science)

❏ Decision to use the Cessda Metadata Model and the DDI Alliance CVs. 
Recent publication of the CVs in French. Feel free to use them! 

❏ CESSDA Trust Working Group, CESSDA Technical Group, DDI Alliance



Get in touch! 

@cdsp_ScPo
@alina_danciu_

alina.danciu@sciencespo.fr
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