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A quick look on...
Going from Nesstar to Dataverse 
(study-level metadata)

Migrating DDI 1.2 to DDI 2.5

Using Colectica for variable management



Previous metadata & data management platforms



The reason why 

Metadata Model (CMM) 

https://zenodo.org/record/3236194#.X8EUpGhKjIU


DDI xml files migration

1st step - a R script to transform Nesstar DDI 1.2 files to DDI 2.5 files 

The R script is available on CDSP’s Github.

2nd step -  a Python custom program to: 

● Import DDI 2.5 files into Dataverse (study level). During this step, a PID (DOI) was given to 
each study. 

● The corresponding DOI was then inserted back in DDI 2.5 file. 
● The DDI 2.5 file is uploaded into Dataverse.

https://github.com/CDSP-SCPO/Nesstar2Dataverse


Using the CMM controlled vocabularies

Dataverse property Controlled vocabulary

Keywords ELSST thesaurus
Kind_of_Data DDI Alliance Controlled Vocabulary for General Data Format
Time_Method DDI Alliance Controlled Vocabulary for Time Method
Analysis_Unit DDI Alliance Controlled Vocabulary for Analysis Unit
Mode-Collection DDI Alliance Controlled Vocabulary for Mode Of Collection
Sampling-Procedure DDI Alliance Controlled Vocabulary for Sampling Procedure
Topic_Classification CESSDA Topic Classification
Type_Instrument DDI Alliance Controlled Vocabulary for Type of Instrument

1 tailor-made VC for institutions(using ROR and ISNI) 

https://ror.org/search
https://www.bnf.fr/fr/isni-international-standard-name-identifier


Benefits of using Dataverse

Dataverse is a good solution for networked institutions:
- Single Sign On using institutional credentials 
- Can harvest and be harvested
- General and Dataverse-level branding capabilities

Dataverse supports discoverability and persistence:
- Powerful search engine and filters
- Good Google referencing
- DOI

 



Pending issues with Dataverse

DDI import and export definitively are a hard route to follow.

Adding a language creates additional difficulties. 

(see : Customizing a DDI compliant repository: a detailed course with Dataverse, 
session Managing DDI)

Icon source

https://thenounproject.com/term/work-in-progress/2675496/


We are getting there



6. Integrating Colectica in our toolbox

- For variable-level metadata, we continue to use Nesstar Publisher and 
will test R scripts

- We have also been using Colectica for a year now, for longitudinal 
studies

- We use Colectica Designer, Colectica Portal and Colectica Repository
- The pending question : “single” studies

Photo source

https://www.pxfuel.com/en/free-photo-jjpzo


7. What's next

Improving data.sciencespo.fr

Testing Dataverse variable visualisation tools

Setting up new data and metadata management and publication 
workflows

cc @Pixabay
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