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Context

The CDSP dissemination platforms

● Dataverse https://data.sciencespo.fr/

○ Extensive resources (DDI-C)

● Colectica https://explore.cdsp.sciences-po.fr/

○ Selected longitudinal surveys (DDI-L)

UpMet (Upscaling metadata for increasing reuse in the social sciences), WP2

● Question and variable bank in DDI-L with Colectica tools

● Main results: 

○ 4 waves of the French Political Barometer publicly accessible on the CDSP Colectica Portal

○ French guide to documenting data in DDI-L with Colectica 

Lucie Marie. Guide pour la documentation et la diffusion de données d'enquêtes avec la suite 

logicielle Colectica. Centre de données socio-politiques (CDSP). 2022. ⟨hal-03845847⟩

https://data.sciencespo.fr/
https://explore.cdsp.sciences-po.fr/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr/hal-03845847


DDI-L documentation:

● Questions, instruments, dataset variables, variable cascade and lineage

● Exploration by study or dataset

Previous challenges:

● Disharmonized datasets and metadata 

● Bottom up process of curation

● No conceptual framework 

Opportunities:

● Building on the knowledges gained on the DDI-L standard

● Using ontology to drive harmonization

UpMet feedbacks



Integrating the French historical election studies into the CDSP Colectica Portal

● 11 surveys (from 1958 to 2017)

● Approx. 2500 variables

● More than 30 000 respondents

Enhancing accessibility and comparability 

● Harmonized data and metadata

● By making available new functionalities 

○ Exploring by concept

○ Multilingual metadata (labels, question texts and categories)

Objectives



A set of rules for electoral surveys interoperability

Schmitt, H. (2021). The True European Voter - The True European Voter

(1.0.0) [Data set]. GESIS Data Archive. https://doi.org/10.4232/1.13601

● 23 european countries involved 

● TEV codebook and database

● Common data harmonization guidelines 

● Conceptual tree structure (12 concepts and more than 50 sub-concepts)

https://doi.org/10.4232/1.13601
https://access.gesis.org/dbk/71116


Harmonization: metadata extraction

- Metadata extraction from DDI codebook standardised XML files for each survey → ~ 2500 variables



Metadata harmonization: concept identification

Harmonization based on DDI Lifecycle constructs and the TEV conceptual tree

Manual classification of concepts and sub-concepts according to TEV categories

- Pre-defined concepts and a list of all variables make it easy to connect them, especially by text search

- Limitation 1: TEV categories are not exhaustive → Creation of new concepts/subconcepts

- Limitation 2: TEV categories are generic → Creation of conceptual variables



Metadata harmonization: concept identification

Extraction from DDI codebook xml files TEV concepts 

New 

conceptual 

variables

TEV 

harmonized 

variables



Data harmonization

French Electoral 

Study 2007 

Post-Electoral 

Survey 2012



Data harmonization

- Ex: Objective Size of Town

- OURBOB: original variables combined

- RURBOB: standardized recoded variable



End-users’ perspective: explore by concept…



… or by sub-concept 



Conceptual variable page



From metadata management perspective



● Relevance of 

○ Research team involvement in post-harmonization

○ Conceptual framework in the management of the curation process

● Next steps::

○ Complete curation by building relation and concordance in Colectica

○ Make harmonized and multilingual metadata available on the prod Portal

Conclusion 



Do you have any questions?

Merci beaucoup 

lucie.marie2@sciencespo.fr

malo.jan@sciencespo.fr
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