
HAL Id: hal-04446072
https://sciencespo.hal.science/hal-04446072

Submitted on 8 Feb 2024

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access
archive for the deposit and dissemination of sci-
entific research documents, whether they are pub-
lished or not. The documents may come from
teaching and research institutions in France or
abroad, or from public or private research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire HAL, est
destinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents
scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non,
émanant des établissements d’enseignement et de
recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires
publics ou privés.

Distributed under a Creative Commons Attribution - NonCommercial - NoDerivatives 4.0
International License

À qui appartient l’islam ? Prisme de l’authenticité et
spectre de l’appropriation parmi les musulmans

américains
Juliette Galonnier

To cite this version:
Juliette Galonnier. À qui appartient l’islam ? Prisme de l’authenticité et spectre de l’appropriation
parmi les musulmans américains. Appartenances & Altérités, 2023, 4, 27 p. �10.4000/alterites.983�.
�hal-04446072�

https://sciencespo.hal.science/hal-04446072
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


 

Appartenances & Altérités 

4 | 2023
Autour de l’appropriation culturelle : posséder ou
partager des cultures ?

À qui appartient l’islam ? Prisme de l’authenticité
et spectre de l’appropriation parmi les musulmans
américains
Juliette Galonnier

Édition électronique
URL : https://journals.openedition.org/alterites/983
DOI : 10.4000/alterites.983 
ISSN : 1953-7476

Traduction(s) :
Who owns Islam? The prism of authenticity and the specter of appropriation among American
Muslims - URL : https://journals.openedition.org/alterites/993 [en]

Éditeur
Urmis
 

Référence électronique
Juliette Galonnier, « À qui appartient l’islam ? Prisme de l’authenticité et spectre de l’appropriation
parmi les musulmans américains », Appartenances & Altérités [En ligne], 4 | 2023, mis en ligne le 01
décembre 2023, consulté le 31 janvier 2024. URL : http://journals.openedition.org/alterites/983  ; DOI :
https://doi.org/10.4000/alterites.983 

Ce document a été généré automatiquement le 31 janvier 2024.

Le texte seul est utilisable sous licence CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. Les autres éléments (illustrations, fichiers
annexes importés) sont « Tous droits réservés », sauf mention contraire.

https://journals.openedition.org
https://journals.openedition.org
https://journals.openedition.org/alterites/983
https://journals.openedition.org/alterites/993
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/


Juliette Galonnier

Introduction

1 Vice  
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taqwacore  

3 

The Islamic Connection

4 When a white guy wears the hats of brown guys and talks about “reviving the Islamic spirit” ,

it  might  be  time  to  run  fast

He thinks that some white converts try to take cultural practices of brown Muslims out of

the  implementation of  Islam because  they believe  Islam should  be  intellectual,  and that

that’s racist. I totally disagree with his analysis

5 

How is that racist? I feel like I’m still trying to navigate what is culture and what is real. Ugh

he’s getting on my nerves !

6 
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Someone like Sh. Hamza didn’t study alone in a library but he took his knowledge of sheikhs

in Mauritania which he speaks about in high regard

7 

I think there’s an issue in general with this subtle arrogance of our American culture. It

equally upsets me to see a lot of zaytunites use the word “sidi” for one another lol it’s a north

african title !

8 

Perhaps the problem is less with the white converts themselves than with other Muslims,

who are so used to the white man’s worldview being the “norm” that they glorify white

male converts and their own understanding of Islam. How many Muslims born and/or raised

in  North  America,  mock  the  accents,  cultural  “baggage”  of  the  older  generation  from

(darker-skinned) Muslim countries? I grew up seeing this all around me, and I am ashamed

to say, at one point did this as well. May Allah forgive me for this arrogance and disrespect

9 The

Islamic Connection 

Sounds like he is rehashing the “white devil” obsession. Not to be rude but I dont really feel

like Mr. Knight has much room to speak on this matter and his under the belt jab at Shaykh

Hamza says a lot about who he is

10 

Dawg, why is this guy sneak dissing so hard? this cat is outta his noggin

11 

Hamza Yusuf is a white convert. This helps his brand because his classical Islamic tradition

can be presented as entirely a textual tradition, free of cultural blemish, and universal in its

appeal. I am also a white convert. White privilege helps my brand too, because it’s easier to

sell black supremacist expressions of Islam when you have a white face

12 

13 
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niggers

climate and racial influence  ibid  

balance religious identity with

American  culture,  creating  a  sense  of  self  that  is  at  once  genuinely  American  and  truly

Islamic ibid.  

we must engender a Muslim American culture that gives us

the freedom to be ourselves

14 

Jonctions et disjonctions de la religion et de la culture

15 

Christ and

Culture

Christ against culture

Christ  of  Culture
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Christ  above  culture

Christ  and culture in paradox

Christ transforms culture

dé

ac in ex

16 

17 

unpillaged Eastern religion

hijab

Stealing my religion :  not just  any

cultural appropriation

When individuals adopt religious practices without committing to religious doctrines, ethical

values,  systems of  authority,  or institutions,  in ways that exacerbate existing systems of

structural injustice .

18 
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19 

insiders

insider outsider

20 

The  term is  an  accusation,  a  condemnation,  an  expression  of  moral  outrage.  Once  it  is

deployed, conversation halts, as each party digs its heels in. This polarization assumes that

the ethical implications of cultural borrowings are cut and dried, which they rarely are .

21 

22 
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23 

le prisme de « l’authenticité »

spectre de l’appropriation 

acculturation

exculturation

inculturation

le spectre de l’appropriation

l’expropriation  

La circulation du référent islamique dans l’histoire
américaine et le spectre de l’appropriation

24 
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25 

shahada

By the existence of  Allah and the Creed of  Mohammed, by the legendary sanctity of  the

Tabernacle at Mecca, we greet you

26 

 culturally appropriative and does not fit with our community

values and standards
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The  fact  that   the  founders  and  leaders  of  the  New  York  and  national  Shriner

organizations were the first members of Webb’s very serious movement casts much doubt on

the persistent academic characterization of the Shriners as people who simply made a joke of

Arabic and Islamic culture

27 

28 

liberal arts college

on  some  level,  there  really  was  this  youthful,  bougie

,  Western  thing  that  led  me  to  exotify  Islam 

spice, seasoning that can liven up the dull dish that is mainstream white culture

she  reacted  very

strangely.  Almost  as  if  it  was  “their”  religion  and  she  did  not  understand  about  people

converting

I  can  say  with  authority  that  every  white

Muslim in America is  at least a little off off

Here I am, a white man consuming Islam. By embracing what I love, I may poison it

29 
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Holy Koran of  the Moorish Science Temple of

America  

While white Shriners used these symbols ironically, black participations in such lodges and

parades and appropriations of Oriental signs was neither playful nor politically neutral.

The turbans, crescents and stars,  the exotic robes worn by MSTA members were far

more than exotic fashion and performance; they symbolized a historical and divine recovery

of knowledge lost in the tragic upheaval of American slavery that had wrenched Islam from

African slaves

30 
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hétérodoxie

religieuse

appropriation religieuse

réappropriation

31 

Le risque de l’acculturation, ou l’appropriation à
rebours

32 

acculturation
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Personally, it disgusts me. Why do you want to be other than yourself? One day you are

James  Collar,  the  next  day,  you know what  I  am saying,  you turn your  name to  Abdul

Rasheed. And there, from Abdul Rasheed, you get around a community of Indo-Pakistanis.

Now you want to talk with an accent, and carry yourself like you come from South Asia… It

is like “Bro! you are from Dexter! You went to school in the hood. You went to Cooley high

school. You and your family isn’t South Asian. Where did you get this from?” Before your

slave master was a European God figure. Now you think God is an Arab. Now you think God

is a South Asian

33 desi

34 

I don’t even remember how I used to speak before I became Muslim. Everyone I meet tells me

that I have this accent now .

35 cultural brainwashing

imposé

La promesse de l’exculturation et le spectre de
l’expropriation

36 

I feel like I’m

still  trying to navigate what is culture and what is real real

.
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37 

et al.

The Rise and Fall of the Salafi

Da’wah in  America

38 

Salafi  puritanism  –that  is,  a  conversionist,  literalist,  anticulturalist,  and  antihistorical

version of Islam– is attractive to both converts and born Muslims who did not necessarily

grow up as practicing Muslims Salafism even permits them to feel superior to Muslims

with immigrant backgrounds and invite them to true Islam, which is not Turkish, Arab, or

Pakistani

39 

« L’impératif culturel » : tentatives d’inculturation et
retour de l’appropriation 

40 

À qui appartient l’islam ? Prisme de l’authenticité et spectre de l’appropria...

Appartenances & Altérités, 4 | 2023

13



Many in our community today look askance at culture but with only the vaguest notions of

what culture actually is and the fundamental role it plays in human existence. For them,

“culture” is a loaded word, something dangerous, inherently problematic, and “un-Islamic”.

Culture,  for  them,  is  a  toxic  pollutant  that  must  necessarily  be  purged,  since  Islam and

culture are mutually exclusive in their minds. Such cultural phobia is untenable in the

light of  classical  Islamic jurisprudence and is  antithetical  to  more than a millennium of

successful indigenous Islamic cultures and global civilization

41 

indigenous

Islam must be indigenous –not in the sense of losing identity through total assimilation or of

being the exclusive property of the native-born– but in the word’s original sense, namely,

being  natural,  envisioned,  and  born  from within.  We  must  be  producers  of  culture,  not

passive consumers of it

42 Our sacred

law requires us to undertake the task

I can do the whole as-salaam’alaykum 

But  I  refuse  to  do  that  shit.  For  me  salamalekum  will  always  be

salamalekum So  I  am  just  like  blatantly

disrespecting rules of pronunciation or like cultural bullshit. I don’t know… It’s like if you

came  into  my  house  and  I  told  you  “we  are  going  to  have  gnooocchi  

 today.”  I  would  not  expect  you  to  say  gnooochi!  And  if  you  said

gnooochi, I would be like “get the fuck out of here!” You are not Italian, you are never going

to be Italian, so why try ?

43 

Muslim food is the mac & cheese, collard greens, turkey sticks, Lima beans, corn bread, BBQ,

sweet potato, and bean pie that I was raised on. Muslim food is so diverse !

44 bean pie

 How to Eat to Live

thawb
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Alianza Islamica Latin American Da’wah

Organization 

Islam in  Spanish  

45 

It is a sign that we move forward and we make progress when the scholars invited to speak

don’t even know what the topic means. American spiritual authenticity… I don’t even know

what it means !

46 

indigenous

I know the label indigenous is controversial.  I would say that it depends on how you see

America. Do you see America as home or do you see somewhere else as your home? But I

recognize it is a problematic term
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47 

48 

There wouldn’t be an American Islam without African-American Islam. They really paved

the  way  for  us.  They  are  our  first  teachers,  they  are  our  first  models  to  combine  that,

America and Islam

49 

Immigrant

Islam

African-American  Islam

inner cities

indigenous

Banu Hashim

Look at  the  Muslims in  Europe.  Frankly,  I  don’t  know what  they are  going to  do  there.

Because they have no indigenous Muslim community. America is unique in that regard. It is

the only country which has a home-grown Muslim community
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50 

One size does not fit all But to embrace all and foster a true sense of continuity and

community among us, our culture must address Islam’s transcendent and universal values,

while constructing a broad national matrix that fits all like a master key, despite ethnic,

class,  and social  background. In drawing upon the fertile resources of  the American

cultural legacy, we must pay special heed to the rich and often neglected heritage of Native

Americans and Hispanics as well as Anglo- and African-Americans

51 

52 

At Webb,  culture is  at  once the problem and the solution. The inclusive  rhetoric  of

“American culture” at Webb is itself laden with appeals to American superiority .

53 

À qui appartient l’islam ? Prisme de l’authenticité et spectre de l’appropria...

Appartenances & Altérités, 4 | 2023

17



54 

The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill 

I make  like a Sunni Don’t forget

about  the

desi 

These Muslim girls, they kind of talk like me, and they are quoting these hip-hop songs that I

literally listened to my whole life… You know, like, it was just weird! And I remember

giving a ride one time in my car, and I had Lauryn Hill… Are you familiar with the CD, The

Miseducation of Lauryn Hill? So there is the songs, but she has these little skits in-between

the songs.  So anybody could know the song,  it  is  always played on the radio.  But I  was

playing the CD and I remember one of the girls being like “what is this? I never heard… these

little comments in the middle! What are they doing?” And I was like “It is the whole story!

They are at school and they are asking these kids these questions!” And I remember being

offended, like “How can you talk about how cool this song is and you got no idea what was

going on!” It does not seem authentic to me. It is authentic to them, because in their home,

they  are  the  only  person  who  probably  listen  to  American  music,  right?  But  it  is  not

authentic to me

55 
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Conclusion
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