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CENTER FOR SOCIO-POLITICAL DATA

● CDSP, one of the 11 research centers of Sciences Po  is 
jointly supported with financial and human means by 
both Sciences Po and the CNRS.

● CDSP shares around 400 datasets on its Banque de 
données, 100 being collected in the ELIPSS panel CDSP 
is responsible for

● CDSP has received the CoreTrustSeal in 2023 



CDSPʼS PRESERVATION MISSION 

CDSPʼs legal statuses : "To insure functions of data 
dissemination and data preservation" 

(in French "Elle assure les fonctions de diffusion et dʼarchivage de données")). 
https://cdsp.sciences-po.fr/fr/le-cdsp/presentation/



CDSPʼS DESIGNATED COMMUNITY

● CDSPʼs designated community mainly includes French 
researchers and students from the social sciences 
academic community (Sociology, Political Science, 
Economics, etc.). 

● Around a quarter of our data users are non-French 
speaking 

● Translation of our study-level metadata 









IN A FEW WORDS…

● More than 100 surveys, available on The Banque de 
données of the CDSP (data.sciencespo.fr)

● With few exceptions, anonymised data is shared to the 
scientific community

● The two standards we use for data sharing and 
management are OAIS (Open Archival Information 
System) and DDI (Data Documentation Initiative) 



PRESERVATION ACTIONS
● Data and metadata preserved in non proprietary 

formats (CSV, XML) and data is managed using R, 
Nesstar and Dataverse

● The very complete documentation goes up to the level 
of the variable: 

■ Question text
■ Universe
■ Interviewer instructions
■ Response domains
■ Notes



DATA DOCUMENTATION INITIATIVE

The Data Documentation Initiative (DDI) is an international standard for 
describing the data produced by surveys and other observational methods 
in the social, behavioral, economic, and health sciences. DDI is a free 
standard that can document and manage different stages in the research 
data lifecycle, such as conceptualization, collection, processing, distribution, 
discovery, and archiving. Documenting data with DDI facilitates 
understanding, interpretation, and use -- by people, software systems, and 
computer networks.

https://ddialliance.org/



THE IMPORTANCE OF METADATA 

● The ELIPSS surveys are documented using 
DDI-Codebook 

● The entire data lifecycle is managed by the CDSP, so we 
reuse as much medata as possible (example : when 
documenting data, we reuse responses from the 
programming stage). 

● Using open standards like DDI allows us to preserve 
data and metadata
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